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YE ARS AFTER
September 11, 2011, marks
10 years since the terrorist
attacks that changed the
nation and the world. In
recognition of this noteworthy
anniversary, five alumni offer
reflections and reminiscences
about the event and its impact
on their lives.
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A GRIM JOB
Like everyone else in America,
I was at work on the morning of September 11,
2001. My comfortable job was that of a clinical,
surgical and forensic pathologist at the community hospital of Fort Campbell, Ky. I was
an Army colonel, a veteran of Operation
Desert Storm, and nearing the end of a satisfying military career.
When the day began, we were an Army
at peace. Then everything changed.
In my laboratory’s waiting room I watched
television in detached awe as the World Trade
Center events unfolded. But things became
much more personal when the Pentagon was
targeted by the terrorists aboard American
Airlines Flight 77. I knew right away that
I would be involved.
The Armed Forces Medical Examiner
System (AFMES) is semi-centralized, with
most forensic pathologists headquartered
in Rockville, Md. The rest of us are regional
medical examiners at military (Army, Navy
and Air Force) hospitals in the United States,
Okinawa and Germany.
AFMES needed us to rally. Because the
commercial airlines and all of general aviation
stopped flying that morning, the “regionals”
had to drive from as far as San Diego to the
Dover Air Force Base Port Mortuary in
Delaware, where the remains of the Pentagon
victims were transported. Many of us drove
within sight of the Pentagon to get to
Delaware. Others flew space-available
“hops” on military aircraft.

At Dover we began the grim job of the
autopsies. This was unlike a natural disaster
such as a flood, hurricane or tornado, where
identification and return of remains to the
families would be simple tasks. We were
investigating a crime unprecedented in
American history.
Among the rubble of the aircraft, offices
and concrete building were the remains of five
terrorists who assaulted the flight crew and
passengers with box cutters. As we performed
the autopsies, we were mindful of the need to
be meticulous as we collected evidence — and
of the future prosecutions of co-conspirators
at which we would be the expert witnesses.
This was no ordinary autopsy suite. In
attendance were criminal investigators from
the FBI, National Transportation Safety Board,
Federal Aviation Administration and Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. There
were disaster liaison personnel from American
Airlines and forensic anthropologists from the
Department of Defense’s Central Identification
Laboratory and the Smithsonian Institute. The
Red Cross and USO tended to the emotional
needs of the body handlers and those restoring
personal effects, many of them inexperienced
and very young. Grief and stress reaction teams
were needed and welcomed. We received visitors from the highest levels of every branch
and agency of government.
The recovery took about two weeks. Twice
daily, a CH-47 Chinook helicopter transported
human remains from the Pentagon to Dover.
Office occupants who were not in the direct

PETER MARLOW/MAGNUM

path of the aircraft were likely to be intact;
they died from burns or smoke inhalation.
Other remains were charred, and bones
were calcined. Still other remains were so
fragmented that the anatomic sites of the
disassociated body parts were uncertain.
Oftentimes a single Ziploc bag held all
that remained of one or more persons.
The most disturbing 2,000 square feet
of the morgue were the tabletops where personal effects were sorted and cleaned before
being returned to family members. There were
passports, photo IDs, cell phones, wedding
rings and children’s toys. All were cleaned
of blood, jet fuel and firefighting residue.
All analog watches had stopped at 9:37 a.m.
One hundred eighty-nine people perished
when American Airlines Flight 77 became
a weapon against the Pentagon. One hundred
twenty-five of them were in the Pentagon,
and 59 were aboard the aircraft. Five people
— four at the Pentagon and one passenger —
disappeared. Not a trace of their DNA
was found.
Five DNA profiles did not match known
decedents. All were male and of Middle
Eastern descent. DNA has the power to
elucidate ancestry.
I had my hands on two of those hijackers.
— ERIC BERG

The writer, a 1974 graduate, is a retired colonel
who now works as a civilian employee for the
Army. He lives in Clarksville, Tenn.
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The two things I remember most about 9/11 are the deafening
helicopters and the sickly sweet smell. I live on the Upper West Side
in New York, far from the Twin Towers, so I couldn’t see the disaster,
but by the end of the day I could smell it and see a thin, deathlike
cloud of ash against the blue sky. We all could, and it made us sick
to our stomachs and souls.
Tuesday was my day off from teaching, so I was home writing
when my wife called, telling me with a hint of urgency to turn on
the television because a plane had apparently hit the Twin Towers.
My kids, 5 and 6, were in school, and when it was clear that New York
was under attack we rushed to the playground — only to be assured
by the principal that they were perfectly safe, and that it was best
to leave the students alone and not alarm them.
Most parents frantically grabbed their kids anyway, but we tried
to stay calm. When we couldn’t take it anymore and took our children
out, only four other students were left. My 5-year-old, his eyes huge,
said, “Did you hear about the Twin Towers?” We had visited them
only a few days before.
By the afternoon, hundreds of people were streaming up the
avenues from downtown, like panicked refugees. I stood helplessly
on the street with my neighbor. He looked ashen; he had been waiting
all day for his wife to come home. She worked in the Towers, and since
cell phones were out downtown, he didn’t know if she was dead or alive.
Eventually she wandered onto the street like a ghost. Not long after,
she quit being a financier and became a social worker.
Not all were so lucky. A second grade teacher in my children’s
school lost her husband. Some people were so traumatized that they
left the city, but most of us reacted with a stubborn rage: You terrorist
bastards think you can drive us out of the greatest city in the world?
Think again! (This is the printable version of what we said.) It felt
better to react with anger than with fear.
I felt fortunate to not be worrying about a loved one. It was hard
enough just watching the firemen, beloved of my boys, grimly climbing onto their trucks at our local firehouse that morning to speed
downtown. Many never returned, and memorials were strewn around
the station for weeks. The subways all over the city were also full
of memorials and desperate “missing” signs, with haunting pictures.
4 FURMAN | SUMMER 2011

— JACK SULLIVAN

The writer, a 1969 graduate, is professor of English and director
of American Studies at Rider University.

ILLUSIONS
SHATTERED
The morning of September 11, 2001, found me going
about my usual tasks: getting the kids to school, making a grocery
list, thinking about my next mutual fund column. That sense
of normality was shattered when the phone rang, and my husband
told me to turn on the television because a plane had just crashed
into the World Trade Center.
As events unfolded on that heart-wrenching day, the attack
on the first tower was just the beginning. Both towers fell, the
Pentagon was aflame, and the heroes and heroines of Flight 93
perished in the countryside of western Pennsylvania, only a few
hours from my home in Erie.
When I picked up my kids from school that afternoon,
I struggled with what to tell them and how to make sense
of it myself. Trying to frame the unimaginable in a context
that would make sense to two boys, 11 and 9, was no easy
task. I’m not sure my stumbling explanation made any sense,
but I had to try to answer questions that were, in many
ways, unanswerable.
In the weeks after the attacks I turned inward, focusing
on my family. In a world that suddenly made no sense at all,
where I had no control over what happened or what might
happen, it was comforting to bake, spend time with my kids,
and back off from larger concerns.
In the months after the attacks, I saw the United States
invade Afghanistan and Iraq, enact the Patriot Act, and create
the Department of Homeland Security in an attempt to stomp
out terrorism and make the world safe again. While I shared the
sense of outrage regarding the attacks — the lives lost, all the
lost potential — I wasn’t sure that waging two wars and wiretapping citizens at home would prevent further attacks.
In the 10 years following the attacks, my life, just like the
course of events in the United States, has changed, almost beyond
recognition. My marriage ended after 20 years. I became a single
parent, went back to school and built a business. I’ve seen my children grow up and will have an empty nest by the time this article
is published, as my youngest son is leaving for college.

ISTOCKPHOTOS (2)

TRAUMA &
REC0VERY

Within days, downtown turned into a media circus complete
with gawking tourists. My friend Jules Feiffer and I vowed that we
would stay away from the gross exploitation. The best way to answer
the terrorists, we thought, was to go about our daily lives. A more
heartening vibe from tourists was an openly expressed solidarity with
New York and New Yorkers. Suddenly, we were not “The Other.”
There were months of odd, panicky reverberations. A woman
on a train had a meltdown when she saw my cat carrier with my
25-pound cat in it; she thought it was a bomb. A mother in our local
children’s museum line told everyone within earshot precisely how
Al Qaeda was planning to wire explosives into our apartments.
I had my worst moments in crowded subways and traffic tunnels.
But for the most part, New Yorkers seemed to manage their anxieties
with dignity — despite politicians’ ongoing attempts to exploit them.
One thing I do in stressful times is take advantage of the city
and its live art and entertainment. Right after the disaster, I braved
the subway down to an eerily empty Times Square and grabbed tickets
for “The Lion King.” My boys wanted to see it, but seats had been
impossible to get. They were easy now. The exuberant show was
a perfect release, and I’ll always be grateful for it.
The same week, I was asked to write about a hastily organized
New York Philharmonic 9/11 memorial concert led by Kurt Masur,
with the choir directed by Joseph Flummerfelt. Flummerfelt was
a friend and colleague, and I remember him saying right after the
tragedy, “It’s so horrific that you just can’t wrap your brain around it.”
He was right. No one really understood the enormity of this
thing. What we could wrap ourselves around was Brahms’ Requiem,
Flummerfelt’s consoling and cathartic choice for the occasion.
Philharmonic audiences are notorious coughers, but this was
the quietest concert I’ve ever heard. For a miraculous hour and ten
minutes, everyone seemed emotionally and spiritually connected.
At the end there was no applause, just silence. A woman next
to me, a total stranger, grabbed my hand and squeezed it.
Somehow, New York got through 9/11 and its aftermath.
The city is not only intact, but more vibrant than ever. No doubt
this year’s anniversary will ignite a new flame of morbid anxiety
and self-indulgence, fully fanned by the media, and we’ll have
to survive that too.
I do know that 9/11, horrible as it was, made me a bit prouder
to be a New Yorker — and an American.

On the wider stage, much has also changed. The wars have
dragged on, with American, Afghani and Iraqi casualties steadily
climbing, and the economy has soared, crashed and now laboriously tries to keep growing. Since 2007 millions of Americans have
become unemployed, many on a long-term basis, and millions more
have lost their homes to foreclosures. Thankfully, there have been
no more terrorist attacks here, and both Osama bin Laden and
Saddam Hussein are dead.
But I’m not sure if we as a society, or my family as individuals,
are safer. I’ve become convinced, based not only on what’s happened
on the wider stage but also in my own life, that safety, security and
control are illusions. Bad things do happen. It’s just a matter of
degree and, to some extent, bad luck.
I’ve been fortunate that none of my relatives or friends was
directly impacted by the 9/11 attacks, so I can’t know or imagine
the pain suffered by the loved ones of those who were killed. I also
don’t know what it’s like to lose a family member in combat. But in
my own universe, I’ve experienced painful issues that can’t be easily,
quickly or inexpensively resolved.
I’ve seen my youngest son struggle with debilitating depression,
had my own bouts with anxiety, and experienced sky-high medical expenses and related financial distress. These — along with
9/11 and the financial crisis — have taken me to a place where
I believe that nothing is certain in this life, whether it’s dealing
with external threats like international terrorism or the internal
demons of mental illness.
All I can do within my private universe is to try to do the
next right thing, to act with integrity and make the most of each
moment. If we can do that as a society, that’s about all we can do
as well. We can take sensible precautions against threats, but there
is no guarantee that they will succeed.
— AMY BUTTELL

The writer, a 1983 graduate, is a journalist and corporate communications specialist. Visit her blog, http://amybuttell.wordpress.com,
or website, www.lakeeffectcreative.com.
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The writer, a 1983 graduate, is a journalist and corporate communications specialist. Visit her blog, http://amybuttell.wordpress.com,
or website, www.lakeeffectcreative.com.
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ALTERED PERSPEC TIVES
September 11, 2001, was indirectly the beginning
of my relationship with the military and with my husband.
That morning, the first day of classes at Furman that year,
I had to call someone in the military science department for
advice about an ROTC cadet who was in one of my classes.
I was worried about this student because he had taken my
classes before, and I knew he was trouble.
The officer in ROTC informed me about what was going
on in New York City. At that time, however, no one really
knew what was happening, and I still just wanted advice
about how to keep this student in line.
I went to class the next hour having no idea what was
to come. As the news unfolded, we collectively wondered
how the events so far away would impact us at Furman.
Was it terrorism? Was it war? What was it, and how would
it affect me?
I am fairly confident that 9/11 was the first time I had
ever spoken with anyone in the military. It was probably the
first time it had crossed my mind that I knew people in the
military. Of course, back then my view of military personnel
was pretty grim. They were all angry and violent, right?
A year later I met my future husband — a member of the
military science department. Bill seemed so nice, not angry
or violent at all. And the military people I met through him
seemed nice, too — totally unlike my worst stereotypes.
My ultra-liberal parents were worried when we started
dating. But even they were ultimately convinced that he
was well-meaning — and he turned out to be a pretty good
husband. He changed my view of people in the military, and
of the reasons people go into the military. He joined because
he thought it was the best way he could think of to help
people. I had assumed that the only thing the military did
was harm people.
September 11 changed my world in the same way it
changed many other peoples’ worlds. Americans came
together in both fear and pride. We felt a bit less safe on our
own soil and became more suspicious of “The Other.” We
clung together in apprehension, and this made us feel smaller.
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But my world got bigger that day, too. I was called to
examine my stereotypes and knew I needed to challenge
them. I had to continue to teach Furman students despite
my fears and theirs, and I had to work even harder to make
sure that my philosophical lessons were relevant. I had a new
“teachable moment.”
Ten years later, I teach in the same (though now renovated) Furman Hall classrooms that I did that infamous day,
and my world has changed, but my students have changed,
too. Although 9/11 is one of those “flashbulb” dates — people
remember clearly where they were when they learned about
the attacks — most members of the 2011 freshman class were
born in 1993 and were only 8 when the planes crashed. They
do not remember the New York City skyline with the Twin
Towers, and they do not remember clearly what America
was like before the attack. They know what their parents tell
them, and they learn its significance in history class, along
with the Challenger crash and the Vietnam War. It is all
ancient history for them.
I eventually became an “Army wife.” Not really, though,
since my husband tells me regularly that I married him and
not the Army. And not really, since he was “only” in the
Reserves. But I insist on the title, because I spent 14 months
in fear when he went to Baghdad in 2006-07. I gave birth
to twins while he was away, and they spent their first seven
months without their dad. They will live their lives learning
about the attacks only from history books.
The reason I was willing to talk to Bill in the first place
was because with 9/11, I needed to expand my world and
reduce my fear. I was willing to love him because I needed
to make bigger who I was and who I was willing to be open
to. He was one of the least likely candidates for me in terms
of finding a husband, but just as the world changed that
day, so did I.
— SARAH E. WORTH

The writer, a 1992 graduate, joined the philosophy faculty
in 1999. Photo by Jeremy Fleming.

A L ASTING MEMORIAL
I can still recall the sense of anticipation
I felt years ago as I approached the Vietnam War Memorial
in Washington, D.C.
My father was a Medevac pilot in Vietnam, where he
flew a helicopter to transport the dead and dying from the
battlefields. He rarely speaks of his war experiences, and
I was hopeful that the memorial would reveal to me something of those deep memories he held within. My young
fingers traced over the names of friends he lost in the war.
I stood in awe of the 58,209 names inscribed in the black
stone, and I could understand just a little of my father’s past.
Little did I know at the time that, years later, I would
have the honor of designing a memorial myself — the 9/11
Memorial on Furman’s campus, which was the senior gift
provided by the Class of 2005.
Most of us have asked our parents or grandparents where
they were when Neil Armstrong set foot on the moon, when
Challenger exploded, when the Berlin Wall fell, or when
Pearl Harbor was raided. But all of us have our own memories
of where we were when the terrorists launched their attacks
10 years ago. My classmates and I had the unique experience
of being excited, nervous freshmen starting our first day
of college classes on September 11, 2001. What a mix of
emotions we felt.
A memorial tells a story and represents a piece of history.
It was a challenge to design a sculpture in memory of the
9/11 attacks, and as I did so I couldn’t help but think of the
impact the Vietnam War Memorial had on me. I tried to
create something that would honor the memory of the almost
3,000 people who died, and the effect it had on our country.

The 9/11 Memorial on campus has two stone pillars
that commemorate the Twin Towers. One pillar is broken,
representing the lives cut short and the pain and violation
our nation felt. I hope that people will remember those
whose lives were lost in the attacks, and honor the
343 firefighters and 60 policemen who died in an effort
to save others.
The other pillar is whole and represents the unity,
patriotism and love for our country that emerged from this
tragedy. I’ll never forget the thousands of U.S. flags that flew
in the weeks following the attacks. Race, social class and
political parties didn’t matter. We were determined to help
each other recover from the blow.
I hope that when new students, alumni and visitors
pass through the stone pillars at Furman, they will sense
some of that love for one another and for our country.
The monument and the recollections of my classmates
recorded there offer an opportunity for us to share our
memories with our children and with future generations.
Just as the Vietnam War Memorial helped me connect
to a part of my father’s life, I hope the 9/11 Memorial at
Furman will help others connect to a piece of our past.
Perhaps their fingers can trace over the stories engraved
on the stones and allow them to better understand what
the experience was like for us.
—ANNA MARTIN WINTER

The writer, a 2005 graduate, lives in Tyrone, Ga., and
is a farmer, artist, birth educator and mother of two.
Photo by Nathan Guinn.

This fall, as part of the commemoration of the 10th anniversary of 9/11, the Office of the Chaplains is sponsoring
a program titled “From the Ground Up.” In addition to formal ceremonies on September 11, the series will feature lectures about
different faith traditions and a university-wide service project. Learn more at www.fromthegroundupfurman.com.
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Led by a dynamic coach who knew how to bring out the best
in his charges, a talented team came together 50 years ago
and opened the door for championship athletics at Furman.
Coach Chuck Rohe and
the 1961 South Carolina
cross country champions.
Right: Standout sprinter
Dave Segal.

THE

STANDARD

BEARERS
By Vince Moore

Dave Segal was a 22-year-old
runner living in London, England, when
he received an offer to attend a university
he had never heard of in a part of the
United States about which he was equally
clueless. It was the summer of 1959, and
Segal was being courted by
a young American coach
named Chuck Rohe, who
headed the track and field
program at Furman.
Segal was no ordinary
runner, not by a long shot.
A world-class sprinter,
he had competed for the
British Olympic team at
the 1956 Summer Games in
Melbourne, Australia, and
he would represent Britain again at the
1960 Games in Rome. He was a two-time
British champion in the 220-yard sprint and
a silver medalist in two events at the 1958
European Championships. At the Rome
Olympics, he would win a bronze medal
as part of the 4x100-meter relay team.
But Rohe was no ordinary coach, either.
Even though he was only 27 and a rookie

college coach when he arrived at Furman
in 1957, he was building a program that
was quickly becoming one of the best in
the Southeast. And his contacts were good
enough that he counted Peter Wilson,
sports editor of the London Daily Mirror,
among his friends — which
is how he and Segal came to
be in touch with one another.
Now that Segal was in
his early 20s and had his first
Olympic Games behind him,
he was interested in attending
college in the United States.
A few years earlier he had
received scholarship offers from
such track powerhouses as the
University of California, UCLA
and Villanova, but the timing wasn’t right
for him. Now, though, he had an offer from
a small school in South Carolina, and he
was intrigued from the very beginning,
especially with this coach whose confident
demeanor was evident even over the phone.
So Segal packed his bags and running
shoes and crossed the Atlantic in January
of 1960 to begin his college career.
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of the Southern Conference since 1952 without winning
a championship. But that changed on February 25, 1961,
when the men’s indoor track and field team beat Virginia
Military Institute, the three-time defending champion,
for the university’s first league title.
That was just the beginning. Furman also won the
cross country title in 1961 and would go on to win the
league’s indoor and outdoor track and field championships
in 1962 and 1963. In all, the cross country and track and
field squads won Furman’s first eight conference titles
between 1961 and 1965.
“I can tell you why we were so good,” Rohe says.
“We had the best athletes, pure and simple. We were a wellrounded team, and we were able to score in most events.
Those guys were just better than everybody else.”
Segal performed like the Olympic-caliber athlete
he was. Before graduating in 1963, he claimed nine individual
conference championships and was instrumental in helping
Furman to five league titles. As a senior he won the 60-yard,
100-yard and 220-yard dashes. He still holds Furman records
in the 60-yard dash (6.2 seconds) and as a member of the
mile relay team (3:17).
But he was not alone. Between 1958 and 1965, 29 Furman
athletes earned all-conference status in cross country and
indoor and outdoor track. They combined to claim first place
in 72 events, with 41 of those titles coming during the golden
period of 1961 through 1963.
Three members of the team during that era — runners
Segal, Fleetwood Loustalot ’65 and Dennis Patterson ’63 —
are in the Furman Athletic Hall of Fame. Other runners
who won multiple events during their careers were Armstrong,
Pat Anderson ’65, Jim Martin ’61, Avery Sayer ’66, Thad
Talley ’62, Tommy Thompson ’64, Dave Tyler ’64, Coppley
Vickers ’64 and Ed West ’65. Ken Garrett ’60 (shot put),
Bill Keel ’63 (pole vault) and Ed Moore ’64 (shot put)
won multiple field events.
Rohe was indeed a master recruiter who went far and
wide to attract athletes to Furman. Talley and Loustalot were
from Mississippi, Martin and Moore from Texas, Vickers from
Tennessee, and Keel from Illinois. Armstrong grew up in
Florida and was set to attend either the University of Miami
or the University of Florida when he was contacted by Rohe.

“I got a call at home out of the blue,” says Armstrong,
who today lives in Seneca, S.C., and is retired from IBM
Corporation. “I had never heard of Furman and wasn’t
planning on leaving the state to go to college. But by the
time I got off the phone with Coach Rohe, I had decided
I would be going to Furman.”

Furman may have had the athletes

to become a dominant team, but Rohe was the driving force
behind the program’s success. To this day, some 50 years later,
both Segal and Armstrong refer to him as “Coach.” They
describe him as a dynamic mentor who brought out the best
in his athletes, and whose positive influence went far beyond
the field of competition.
“He got more out of a group of guys than you can ever
imagine,” Armstrong says. “He was very demanding, but
also very reasonable. There are certain leaders you will
follow anywhere, and Coach Rohe was one of those people.”
But what exactly was Rohe going to teach a British
Olympian who had competed at the highest level all over
the world? Segal admits that one of the reasons he chose
Furman was to be a “big fish in a small pond” — and,
in fact, his times improved while he was at Furman. His
best time of 9.5 in the 100-yard dash, run on a dirt track
in Johnson City, Tenn., in the pouring rain, was just twotenths of a second off the existing world record.
Segal points out, though, that he was afflicted, as many
runners are, by the selfishness that is inherent in such a
solitary sport.
“Coach Rohe changed my life,” he says. “I was selfcentered when I came to Furman. I was a runner, and running
is a very lonely thing. But he taught me how to move beyond
that selfishness and be part of a team, and that changed
everything for me.”
He also discovered the joys of being a good teammate.
Although Segal says that sprinting a quarter-mile was, and
still is, the stuff of his nightmares, he ran the distance anyway
as a member of the mile relay team.

JEREMY FLEMING

For such a small school, Furman has accomplished some amazing things in the athletic arena. There
are basketball’s towering periods — the mid-’50s, featuring
the high-scoring teams led by Frank Selvy ’54 and Darrell
Floyd ’56, and the early ’70s, with the powerhouse squads
coached by Joe Williams. There is football’s three-decade
run of conference championships and national title game
appearances. There is golf’s ultimate
foursome of Betsy King ’77, Beth
Daniel ’78, Brad Faxon ’83 and Dottie
Pepper ’87. And there is men’s soccer
from the early 2000s, when future
World Cup players Ricardo Clark ’05
and Clint Dempsey ’05 were on the
Stone Stadium field at the same time.
But once Chuck Rohe placed a
British Olympian at the center of his
track and field program and began
recruiting other strong sprinters,
distance runners, high jumpers
and pole vaulters from across the
United States, he oversaw a period
of athletic achievement at Furman
that rivals anything that has
occurred during the last 50 years.
The cross country and track
and field teams of the early 1960s
not only produced Furman’s first Southern Conference
championships, but had few equals even in the Southeastern
Conference or Atlantic Coast Conference. They went to
the highly competitive Florida Relays each year and held
their own. They defeated South Carolina, Clemson and
The Citadel at the yearly state meet. According to Don
Armstrong ’63, captain of the team his junior and senior
years, the University of Georgia wouldn’t even put Furman
on its schedule.
“There was no question that Furman had the best program in the Southeast at that time,” says Rohe. “Louisiana
State and Auburn probably had the best teams in the SEC,
but they weren’t as good as us.”
Rohe’s teams opened the door for championship
athletics at Furman. The university had been a member

One of Furman’s top runners during the golden years was Don Armstrong, a team captain
in 1962 and 1963. He provided the photos on page 8 and opposite (standing with Chuck Rohe)
and the newspaper clippings that illustrate this article.
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State and Auburn probably had the best teams in the SEC,
but they weren’t as good as us.”
Rohe’s teams opened the door for championship
athletics at Furman. The university had been a member

One of Furman’s top runners during the golden years was Don Armstrong, a team captain
in 1962 and 1963. He provided the photos on page 8 and opposite (standing with Chuck Rohe)
and the newspaper clippings that illustrate this article.
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Breakthrough Victory
“Coach wanted me to run it, so I did,” he says. “It killed
me every time, but with three other people depending on me
I would do the best I could.”
While wildly successful, Rohe’s term at Furman was
relatively short. He turned down an offer to coach at Clemson
University, but when the University of Tennessee came
calling in 1962, he decided it was too good an opportunity
to pass up.
“It wasn’t an easy decision at all,” Rohe says. “Furman
definitely had a better program than Tennessee at that time.”
He left the Furman program in the hands of a young
assistant coach named Jimmy Carnes, who, after two years at
the helm, would go on to enjoy a Hall of Fame career at the
University of Florida and be named head coach of the 1980
U.S. Olympic track and field team. But even though Carnes
led the Paladins to indoor and outdoor conference titles in
1963, things were never quite the same after Rohe left.
“When he moved to Tennessee, it felt like my heart had
been cut out,” Segal says.
The wave of success that Rohe created peaked in the
early 1960s and crested by the latter part of the decade.
Furman would sweep the cross country and indoor and
outdoor track titles in 1965, but there would be only one more
team championship over the next 46 years — cross country
in 1976.
It should come as no surprise that Rohe continued to
enjoy success. He coached Tennessee to 21 consecutive SEC
cross country and track and field championships, earned
NCAA National Coach of the Year honors in 1967, served on
the U.S. Olympic Committee, and spent 20 years as executive
director of the Florida Citrus Bowl. Now 80 and semi-retired,
Rohe lives in the Orlando, Fla., area, just a few streets away
from Tiger Woods in the community of Isleworth.

Rohe and the accomplishments of the Furman
teams will be back in the spotlight this fall when the university celebrates the 50th anniversary of its first conference
championship. The members of the 1961-65 cross country and
track and field teams have been invited to gather on campus
October 7-9 to celebrate their feats. The same weekend, Rohe
will be inducted into the Furman Athletic Hall of Fame —
an honor that Segal, who was enshrined in 2008, says is
long overdue.
The record books and ensuing 50 years testify to the
greatness of that period in Furman athletics. After all, the
two coaches who oversaw the program — Rohe and Carnes,
who died in March of this year — went on to become two
of the most prolific figures in U.S. track and field history.
But when Segal and Armstrong remember those days
a half century ago, they don’t say much about the records
or the championships. They talk mainly about what it was
like for a group of athletes to band together and achieve
things they didn’t believe were possible.
For his part, Segal is less interested in discussing his
running career than he is in describing how he, a naturalborn loner, joined a fraternity and edited the school
newspaper while at Furman. And that may be the
program’s greatest legacy — that it made many
young men better than they expected to be.
Even a world-class runner.
“My whole life has been molded around my
experiences at Furman,” says Segal, who went on
to a successful business career in the United
States and now lives in Houston. “I was always
amazed at the high caliber of individuals who
were at Furman — not just my teammates,
but everybody associated with the university.
“Furman seemed to attract people of
superior character, and I knew I needed to raise
my game if I was going to be superior as well.” |F|

The author is director of news and media relations
at Furman.

T

he 1961 Southern Conference indoor track
to attention, tested the flexibility of the pole, and
and field meet in Lexington, Va., came down
began his run.
to the final event.
“The patter of spikes in the cinders echoed
Upstart Furman and Virginia Military Institute,
throughout the field house as rain would on an iron
the three-time defending champion, battled for the
roof. Suddenly the rain stopped and Keel sailed
championship throughout the late February weekend,
majestically through the air and over the bar to bring
even with the FU Roadrunners, as the student newsFurman its first Conference Championship ever.
paper, The Hornet, called them, suffering through
“A cloud of grey sweat-suits descended on Keel as
various misfortunes. Injuries
back-slapping Furman track men
hampered the performance
went wild with joy.”
The patter of spikes in the cinders echoed
of one of the team’s top
By clearing 13 feet, 10 inches
throughout the field house as rain would
scorers, the Furman runners
— a conference indoor record —
on an iron roof. Suddenly the rain stopped
in the 440 were thrown off
Keel had given Furman the win
and Keel sailed majestically through the air by 1.5 points.
rhythm by two false starts
and over the bar to bring Furman its first
and wound up back in the
His title-clinching perpack, and other stalwarts
formance earned him a spot
Conference Championship ever.
of the squad were off form.
on the all-conference team with
Still, their teammates picked up the slack, and as
Dave Segal ’63, who won the 60-yard run and 70-yard
the meet wound down Furman was in solid position to
low hurdles; versatile Thad Talley ’62, 800-yard champ;
win. VMI led by one point with two events remaining.
and Tony Etnyre ’62, high jump winner and second-place
But up next was the mile relay, in which Furman had
finisher in the broad jump and hop, step and jump.
an excellent foursome. A victory would ensure the title,
Since that night 50 years ago, Furman has added
and Furman had a 15-yard lead entering the last leg —
175 regular-season and tournament championships
until more bad luck, in the form of a dropped baton,
in all sports, the most of any school in the league.
snuffed the opportunity.
Furman teams have participated in 93 NCAA or AIAW
“When I saw that baton fall on the ground, for
(Association for Intercollegiate Athletics for Women)
a moment it looked like everything had gone out the
tournaments. Two teams, women’s golf in 1976 and
window,” Coach Chuck Rohe said after the meet.
football in 1988, have captured national championships.
The miscue meant that everything would be
But as Rohe says today, “The first championship is
decided in the pole vault. Furman’s hopes rested with
always the best. What an exciting event that was, when
Bill Keel ’63, who needed to tie or win if the team
our guys battled through a lot of adversity to win the first
was to take the championship.
conference championship in any sport for Furman. All
The March 4 issue of The Hornet provided
the hard work and dedication by those athletes finally
this breathless account of what happened
paid off, and today they can be justifiably proud
from the perspective of a team member,
of the program they established.”
who wrote anonymously:
And of the tradition they started.
— JULIE PRINCE PARÉ
“Dramatically, a hush settled over the field
house. Keel nervously rubbed his hands as he stood
The author, a 1996 graduate, is a sports information
in the center of the pole-vault run-up with the pole
assistant at Furman.
resting on his right shoulder. He came smartly

Chuck Rohe maintains an active lifestyle at his Florida home.
Called by some “the father of track and field in the South,”
he will be inducted into the Furman Athletic Hall of Fame
October 8. Photo by Andrew Hunter.
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An Elegant Life
Bea P lyler helped set the bar for the high standards
by which the university continues to be measured.

PHOTOS COURTESY FUR M AN SPECIAL COLLECTIONS & ARCHIVES EXCEPT AS NOTED.

As she said in a 2001
speech during Furman’s
175th anniversary celebration, “I’m often asked what
John Plyler would say if
he saw Furman today.
I usually answer that he
would be very pleased with
what has transpired, but
I’m always tempted to say
that he had seen Furman as it is today.”
Born in McBeth, S.C., in 1911,
Beatrice Dennis married John Plyler
in 1932. She was 17 years his junior.
Just seven years later, he would become
president of Furman.
She took on her new duties with
poise and self-assurance. “I wanted John
to have all the support he needed, and
I wanted to be that support,” she said.
One person who knew her as an
undergraduate and, later, as part of the
sisterhood of presidents’ wives was Martha
Mauney Johns ’47, wife of John Johns,
Furman’s 10th president.
“I’m sure I was somewhat in awe
of her,” Mrs. Johns says. “I remember
going to her home on University Ridge
with a fellow student, Betty Mann,
whose father was a law partner of Bea’s
husband before he became president.
I was 19 years old, sitting beside Bea,
trying to look sophisticated!
“I admired her beauty and charm
as the president’s wife. I wasn’t privileged
to have much time with her, but she
was always friendly even though she was
busy raising three young sons. I could
never in my wildest dreams have thought
of following in her footsteps.”
But in 1976 she did — and they
immediately embarked on a close friendship. “She took me under her wing,” Mrs.
Johns says. “We walked the campus, and
she pointed out important things to me.
“She showed me where a new
president’s home had originally been
planned on a hill at the north end of
the lake, and how a curved rock bridge
had been built based on one she and

Dr. Plyler had seen in Scotland.
We all know that the rose garden
was her idea, and the beauty of the
entire campus reflects her inherent
good taste.”
Indeed, as the 2004 citation
for Mrs. Plyler’s honorary Doctor
of Humanities degree stated, “Her
influence is evident throughout
the campus landscape and in
the décor and furnishings of the library,
Trustees Dining Room and residence hall
parlors. She cultivated countless friends for
Furman, and by her very nature she taught
generations of students the arts of graciousness and hospitality.”
Furman also presented Mrs. Plyler the
Mary Mildred Sullivan Award in 1977 for
nobility of character and commitment to
service, and in 1996 the fountain opposite
the Charles E. Daniel Chapel was dedicated
in her honor.
Following her husband’s death in 1966,
she remained an elegant presence on campus. She lived a life centered on her faith —
she was active in Greenville’s First Baptist
Church for 79 years — her family, and
Furman, and she was instrumental in
setting the high standards by which the
university continues to be measured.
Furman president Rod Smolla said,
“All of us join with the Plyler family in
celebrating her remarkable life and all she
has meant to the community and those
who loved her.”
Martha Johns added the appropriate
coda: “Bea’s love for Furman was unending.”
Beatrice Dennis Plyler is survived by
sons John, Jr. ’56 (Caroline), Jim ’58
(Chartee Muckenfuss ’59), and Keith ’64
(Boots Minton ’76); seven grandchildren;
four great-grandchildren; and a large
extended family. Memorials: Beatrice
Dennis Plyler Scholarship, Furman
University, 3300 Poinsett Hwy., Greenville
29613; First Baptist Church, 847 Cleveland
St., Greenville 29601; or a charity of
one’s choice. |F|
— JIM STEWART

COURTESY MARTHA JOHNS

D

URING A VISIT ABROAD
in 1949, Beatrice Dennis Plyler
and her husband, Furman
president John L. Plyler, stopped at
Versailles, the royal palace in France.
At the time, Furman was planning
to move to a new location because
of space limitations and the desire to
unite the men’s and women’s campuses
in downtown Greenville on one site.
“That was a big dream, as you can
imagine, to be able to build a new campus
when Furman did not have money in
reserve to do it,” Mrs. Plyler said years
later. “But John used to say, ‘Dream no
small dreams.’ ”
The Plylers felt it was important that
the new campus provide not only the
finest in facilities and services for faculty,
students and staff, but be attractive as
well. “I wanted everything [at Furman]
to be beautiful,” Mrs. Plyler said.
While she and her husband admired
the beauty of Versailles — and without
yet knowing where the new Furman
would be — they talked about the charm
and distinctiveness that water features
could bring to a college campus. During
the same trip they visited England and
were impressed by the country’s lush,
landscaped gardens.
Several years later, during a family
trip to New England, the Plylers visited
noted private colleges such as Amherst,
Williams and others. They returned from
all of these trips with ideas that could
be incorporated into the new Furman
campus. The beauty of today’s Furman
speaks to the success of their travels.
John Plyler was president of Furman
for 25 years, from 1939 to 1964 — longer
than any other president in the university’s history. Bea Plyler was a full
and supportive partner in his work.
When she died June 11 at the age of 100,
she had lived a life in which many of her
own dreams had been realized, and in
which her husband’s vision for Furman
had matched and perhaps even surpassed
their high expectations.

Little did Bea Plyler (back right) or the student beside her, Martha
Mauney, know Martha would be Furman’s First Lady in 30 years.

The portrait of Mrs. Plyler was a gift from the Alumni Association.

Members of the family at the 1966 dedication of Plyler Hall.
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A Legacy of Service
The June 13 death of Max
Heller, a furman trustee and
former mayor of Greenville,
was followed by a chorus
of accolades, reminiscences
and words of appreciation
about a man recognized and
admired for, as his obituary
CHARLIE REGISTER

stated, his “good heart, kind
deeds and humanitarianism.”

“All of us search for a way
to understand what our role
in life is. How do we serve?
And how do we serve God?
In my opinion, the best way
is to serve his children.”
— Max Heller
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The Greenville News called him “one of
the visionaries behind Greenville’s Europeanstyle rebirth.” The Greenville Journal lauded
him as “the patron saint of the city’s downtown
renaissance” and said that Greenville is “known
nationally as a shining example of revitalization.”
As mayor in the 1970s and as a community
leader for years, Heller was deeply involved in
the efforts to transform the downtown area,
which 30 years ago was little more than a ghost
town marked by vacant stores and empty streets.
His commitment (and the resulting renaissance)
was remarkable; today Greenville’s Main Street
and West End are alive with restaurants, retail
stores, parks and courtyards, a gleaming fine arts
center, and high-end condominium developments
and hotels, and the city is packed with people
day and night.
Max Heller was a Jew who in 1938 escaped
the growing Nazi oppression in Austria with the
assistance of Mary Mills, a friend from Greenville
who helped him arrange to immigrate to the
States. Soon after his arrival he landed a job
as a stock boy at Greenville’s Piedmont Shirt
Company. There, he was introduced to Furman.
One day a colleague tracked him down and
told him, “A judge wants to see you.” In recalling
the incident, Heller said he didn’t like the sound
of this summons and wondered, “Why would
a judge want to see me?”

Furman and Greenville are better places thanks
to the vision and leadership of Max Heller.
The judge happened to be John L. Plyler,
president of Furman from 1939 to 1964. Having
heard Heller’s story and knowing of the young
man’s work ethic, Plyler became his mentor
and arranged for Heller to take English lessons.
“It was most touching,” Heller said, “and it’s
something you don’t forget.”
The Plyler-Heller connection marked the
start of a lasting relationship between the Heller
family and the university. Heller would go on to
build a successful business, be elected to Greenville
City Council, and eventually serve two terms as
mayor. With his wife, Trude, who also immigrated
from Austria, he maintained and expanded
his ties with Furman, establishing scholarships
and supporting many university programs.
He and Trude received honorary degrees from
the university, and Max would serve several
terms on the board of trustees.
As Richard W. Riley ’54, current chair
of the Furman board and former governor
of South Carolina, told the Greenville Journal,
“Most people don’t realize how much Max
did for Furman.”
The Furman cause with which the Hellers
are most closely linked is Service Corps, the volunteer organization that is one of the university’s
best known and most active student groups.
The Hellers were good friends with Betty Alverson,
the group’s founder, and during the early years
they worked to establish many of the relationships
Service Corps maintains to this day.
In 2002 Furman announced that a $1.5
million endowment, provided by family and
friends of the Hellers, would ensure the future
operation and growth of the organization —
and that it would be known from that time
as the Max and Trude Heller Service Corps.
At the announcement, civic leader Minor Mickel
Shaw said the Hellers deserved the recognition
because “they have inspired generations
of Greenville citizens with the story of their
lives and the way they live.”
Max was often heard to say, “I believe in
miracles, I just don’t depend on them.” But at the
Heller Service Corps announcement, he recounted

how his own miracle — his chance meeting with
his “angel,” Mary Mills, at a dance in Austria —
led to his escape from Nazi oppression. It also,
he said, helped shape his philosophy of “sharing
oneself with others.”
“All of us search for a way to understand what
our role in life is,” he said that day. “How do we
serve? And how do we serve God? In my opinion,
the best way is to serve his children. And what you
in Service Corps do — you’re doing God’s work.
You have made people better, and you have become
better people while learning what life is all about.”
A few days after Heller’s death, former Service
Corps leaders Andrew Barnhill ’10 and Conor
Dugan ’09 wrote an editorial for The Greenville
News extolling Heller’s contributions and impact.
They concluded with these words:
“As we move into the second decade of the
21st century, we are reminded of the overwhelming
needs of our community. We are reminded of the
people with disabilities seeking opportunities to
exercise their own agency in our places of work
and play. We are reminded of the children, those
without mentors and guardians teaching them
to read and helping them navigate the challenges
of adolescence.
“And we are reminded of the projects not
yet born, seeking a Furman student or Greenville
resident to bring them to life. But most of all,
we are reminded of Max Heller — his propensity
for action, and his legacy of service. As he
reminded us, living is more than just existing.
Living is giving.”
Max Heller died at the age of 92. “Popi Max”
is survived by his wife; daughters Francie Heller
(a member of the Furman board) and Susan Heller
Moses, and son Steven Heller and wife Margaret;
10 grandchildren; and 15 great-grandchildren.
Memorials: Max and Trude Heller Scholarship
Fund or Max and Trude Heller Service Corps,
Furman University, 3300 Poinsett Hwy., Greenville
29613, or the Max and Trude Heller Education
Fund at Congregation Beth Israel, 425 Summit Dr.,
Greenville 29609. |F|
— JIM STEWART
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A Legacy of Service
The June 13 death of Max
Heller, a furman trustee and
former mayor of Greenville,
was followed by a chorus
of accolades, reminiscences
and words of appreciation
about a man recognized and
admired for, as his obituary
CHARLIE REGISTER

stated, his “good heart, kind
deeds and humanitarianism.”

“All of us search for a way
to understand what our role
in life is. How do we serve?
And how do we serve God?
In my opinion, the best way
is to serve his children.”
— Max Heller

16 FURMAN | SUMMER 2011

The Greenville News called him “one of
the visionaries behind Greenville’s Europeanstyle rebirth.” The Greenville Journal lauded
him as “the patron saint of the city’s downtown
renaissance” and said that Greenville is “known
nationally as a shining example of revitalization.”
As mayor in the 1970s and as a community
leader for years, Heller was deeply involved in
the efforts to transform the downtown area,
which 30 years ago was little more than a ghost
town marked by vacant stores and empty streets.
His commitment (and the resulting renaissance)
was remarkable; today Greenville’s Main Street
and West End are alive with restaurants, retail
stores, parks and courtyards, a gleaming fine arts
center, and high-end condominium developments
and hotels, and the city is packed with people
day and night.
Max Heller was a Jew who in 1938 escaped
the growing Nazi oppression in Austria with the
assistance of Mary Mills, a friend from Greenville
who helped him arrange to immigrate to the
States. Soon after his arrival he landed a job
as a stock boy at Greenville’s Piedmont Shirt
Company. There, he was introduced to Furman.
One day a colleague tracked him down and
told him, “A judge wants to see you.” In recalling
the incident, Heller said he didn’t like the sound
of this summons and wondered, “Why would
a judge want to see me?”

Furman and Greenville are better places thanks
to the vision and leadership of Max Heller.
The judge happened to be John L. Plyler,
president of Furman from 1939 to 1964. Having
heard Heller’s story and knowing of the young
man’s work ethic, Plyler became his mentor
and arranged for Heller to take English lessons.
“It was most touching,” Heller said, “and it’s
something you don’t forget.”
The Plyler-Heller connection marked the
start of a lasting relationship between the Heller
family and the university. Heller would go on to
build a successful business, be elected to Greenville
City Council, and eventually serve two terms as
mayor. With his wife, Trude, who also immigrated
from Austria, he maintained and expanded
his ties with Furman, establishing scholarships
and supporting many university programs.
He and Trude received honorary degrees from
the university, and Max would serve several
terms on the board of trustees.
As Richard W. Riley ’54, current chair
of the Furman board and former governor
of South Carolina, told the Greenville Journal,
“Most people don’t realize how much Max
did for Furman.”
The Furman cause with which the Hellers
are most closely linked is Service Corps, the volunteer organization that is one of the university’s
best known and most active student groups.
The Hellers were good friends with Betty Alverson,
the group’s founder, and during the early years
they worked to establish many of the relationships
Service Corps maintains to this day.
In 2002 Furman announced that a $1.5
million endowment, provided by family and
friends of the Hellers, would ensure the future
operation and growth of the organization —
and that it would be known from that time
as the Max and Trude Heller Service Corps.
At the announcement, civic leader Minor Mickel
Shaw said the Hellers deserved the recognition
because “they have inspired generations
of Greenville citizens with the story of their
lives and the way they live.”
Max was often heard to say, “I believe in
miracles, I just don’t depend on them.” But at the
Heller Service Corps announcement, he recounted

how his own miracle — his chance meeting with
his “angel,” Mary Mills, at a dance in Austria —
led to his escape from Nazi oppression. It also,
he said, helped shape his philosophy of “sharing
oneself with others.”
“All of us search for a way to understand what
our role in life is,” he said that day. “How do we
serve? And how do we serve God? In my opinion,
the best way is to serve his children. And what you
in Service Corps do — you’re doing God’s work.
You have made people better, and you have become
better people while learning what life is all about.”
A few days after Heller’s death, former Service
Corps leaders Andrew Barnhill ’10 and Conor
Dugan ’09 wrote an editorial for The Greenville
News extolling Heller’s contributions and impact.
They concluded with these words:
“As we move into the second decade of the
21st century, we are reminded of the overwhelming
needs of our community. We are reminded of the
people with disabilities seeking opportunities to
exercise their own agency in our places of work
and play. We are reminded of the children, those
without mentors and guardians teaching them
to read and helping them navigate the challenges
of adolescence.
“And we are reminded of the projects not
yet born, seeking a Furman student or Greenville
resident to bring them to life. But most of all,
we are reminded of Max Heller — his propensity
for action, and his legacy of service. As he
reminded us, living is more than just existing.
Living is giving.”
Max Heller died at the age of 92. “Popi Max”
is survived by his wife; daughters Francie Heller
(a member of the Furman board) and Susan Heller
Moses, and son Steven Heller and wife Margaret;
10 grandchildren; and 15 great-grandchildren.
Memorials: Max and Trude Heller Scholarship
Fund or Max and Trude Heller Service Corps,
Furman University, 3300 Poinsett Hwy., Greenville
29613, or the Max and Trude Heller Education
Fund at Congregation Beth Israel, 425 Summit Dr.,
Greenville 29609. |F|
— JIM STEWART

FURMAN | SUMMER 2011

17

Prospectus for Completion
of the Comprehensive
Fundraising Campaign

www.becausefurmanmatters.com

Prospectus for Completion
of the Comprehensive
Fundraising Campaign

www.becausefurmanmatters.com

Dear Friends:
In June 2011, I completed my first year as Furman’s president — too soon
to have reached any particular destination, but time enough to perceive the winds
of change and to chart a course for the future. From the vantage of what has been
an exhilarating year, I am pleased to report that Furman is poised to step out of the
ordinary, and to realize its historic mission in new and exciting ways.

A message
from the
President

Much of this optimism is being driven by the development of a strategic plan

Engaging
the Mind
and the
Spirit

Strategic plans have provided the impetus and the direction for a series of successful
fundraising campaigns at Furman over the past several decades. The Because Furman
Matters campaign is in the unique position of bridging two planning efforts: one
conceived during the presidency of David Shi, and a second now emerging under
the leadership of his successor, Rodney Smolla. Each is distinguished by creative
interpretations of the university’s strengths and opportunities, as well as its
aspirations for the future. Most important, each is linked by an abiding commitment
to Furman’s mission.

that has involved the campus community, alumni, parents and friends in broadly
inclusive and frank discussions about Furman’s values, identity and, perhaps

The current strategic planning initiative — with its emphasis on mind and spirit,

most importantly, its aspirations. In April, the Strategic Planning Committee

renewed commitment to fiscal discipline, and world-embracing approach to

issued a preliminary report suggesting directions in four critical areas:

opportunity and service — is mirrored in the evolving agenda of needs for the
closing phase of the comprehensive campaign, which seeks at least $100 million

!

The growth of the mind and the spirit.

!

A mission-focused approach to admission and financial aid.

!

Commitment to meaningful diversity and equality.

As it counts down toward its final $100 million, the campaign offers a variety of

!

Engagement with the larger community.

opportunities for donors to be meaningfully engaged in Furman’s future, grouped

The preliminary report candidly asserts, “Without money, there is no mission.
Without mission, there is no money.” This statement clearly underscores the
pressing need to complete the $400 million Because Furman Matters campaign,
which to date has more than $325 million in commitments.
Since the campaign’s public launch in 2007, we have focused on strengthening

to reach and surpass the $400 million goal.

within four priority areas:
!

Strengthening academic excellence and access to the Furman experience
($45 million).

!

Transforming the student experience: educating for character ($20 million).

!

Uniting and collaborating with the community ($15 million).

!

Renewing excellence in intercollegiate athletics ($20 million).

our endowment, and we have been successful. We will continue to pursue this
goal, but we have sharpened our fundraising priorities to bring them into closer
alignment with the emerging strategic plan.
On the following pages, you will find a number of opportunities for meaningful
involvement in this historic campaign. My hope is that you will identify some
that will resonate with you.
Sincerely,

Rodney A. Smolla

“. . . we have reached a crossroads, where one direction
leads us to a path often chosen, and the other to
rarer opportunities that may make all the difference.”
Preliminary Report of the Strategic Planning Committee
April 2011
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Strengthening
Academic Excellence
and Access to the
Furman Experience
Supporting academic achievement is the
standard for all colleges and universities
and is the centerpiece of any fundraising
campaign. At Furman, the historic commitment to undergraduate teaching, intellectual
mentoring, and active engagement through
research, study abroad and internships requires
sustained advocacy at a level commensurate
with the university’s distinguished record
of accomplishment — and its ambitions.

Poverty and the Power of One
A first-year seminar titled Origins of Global Poverty, taught

This area of priority seeks
commitments of $45 million
to support:
!

Creation of endowed professorships

by Erik Ching, inspired Emily Wirzba ‘13 to pursue a degree

to stimulate teaching and scholarship

in philosophy with a concentration in poverty studies.

and enhance the curriculum.

“He was a tough teacher, and he made me re-think issues
like trade policy and the ways history is read and interpreted,”

!

internship and research programs.

the Hillsborough, N.C., resident says.
One of the first group of 10 Charles H. Townes Scholars —

Funding for faculty development and student

!

Expansion of international education

academically talented out-of-state students who receive

opportunities to broaden students’ cultural

significant scholarship support thanks to a $17 million grant

awareness and capacity to participate in the

from The Duke Endowment — Emily is a member of the cross

global economy, with emphases on study

country and track teams, the student chapter of Amnesty

away, recruitment of international students,

International, the Environmental Action Group and the Global

and advancing Furman’s national leadership

Citizenship Program. In the summer of 2011 she took advantage

position in Asian Studies.

of a $1,500 stipend provided by the Townes program and
worked with the homeless at Urban Ministries of Durham, N.C.,

!

Concentrated efforts to increase student
and faculty diversity.

where she also administered a homelessness prevention survey.
“I’ve learned to be patient and committed,” she says, “and
that one person really can make a difference. There’s a lot
to do, and room for more.”

!

Additional financial aid to attract and retain
students who can benefit most from and
contribute to the Furman experience, and
to alleviate pressure on the university’s
operating budget.
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Transforming the
Student Experience:
Educating
for Character
Furman has a well-established reputation for
its signature approach to the liberal arts, an
educational model combining challenging
academics with practical applications through
research, internships, service and study away.
As the university seeks to develop both
mind and spirit, it will take deliberate steps
to help students gain a sense of purpose,
deepen their moral and spiritual grounding
and direction, and cultivate leadership in
their chosen fields and among their families,
communities and nation.

Building Stronger Bonds
Furman’s living and learning environment has historically promoted
strong peer relationships and brought students into close contact
with faculty and other mentors.

This area of priority seeks
commitments of $20 million
to support:
!

Reconfiguration of South Housing
(formerly the men’s residence halls) to

Now the university seeks to enhance its residential life program
for first-year students to provide an immersive setting that
supports development of mind and spirit and is more fully

develop a freshman residential village.
!

to establish a more dynamic hub for

integrated with students’ academic lives. Focusing on South

student activities outside the classroom.

Housing (formerly the men’s residence halls), Furman plans to
create a freshman village by adding at least one residence hall
and reconfiguring existing facilities to support more active

!

student discernment of fundamental
questions of identity and spirituality that

Classroom and advising space will be incorporated, and the archi-

complement intellectual development.

tecture and surrounding landscape will create gathering points
intellectual and social bonds among students and their mentors,

Additional funding for the Lilly Center
for Vocational Reflection to strengthen

centers of learning.

for individual reflection and group interaction. To strengthen the

Renovation of the University Center

!

Continued growth of services to support
career discernment and placement,

Faculty Fellows and their families will be invited to live in the

the Shucker Leadership Institute, Heller

complex as “faculty masters.”

Service Corps, multicultural affairs, club

In borrowing from the classic Oxford University model, Furman
believes this plan will bolster student success and retention,

and intramural sports, and other student
life activities.

enhance the sense of community and mutual support among
first-year students, and ultimately strengthen their loyalty not
only to their class but to the university.
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Uniting and
Collaborating with
the Community
“Town-gown” should be more than shorthand for conflict between institutions
and the communities in which they reside.
Furman has enjoyed a strong relationship
with Greenville and South Carolina, and
seeks to enhance its role as a key partner
in the region’s intellectual, cultural and
economic development. A number of
important partnerships already exist, and
strengthening those relationships while
exploring new opportunities will be important to instilling in students an ongoing
sense of responsibility to the larger world.

Sustainability and the Long View
Andy Wallin ’12 has combined a longstanding affection for music

This area of priority seeks
commitments of $15 million
to support:

and an abiding belief in environmental sustainability into a double
major, but it is his summer experience as a Shi Center Student

!

A stronger presence in Greenville

Fellow that may have the most significant effect on his professional

through cultural, commercial and

and personal life.

service leadership initiatives, including partnerships with prominent

Funded by the Arthur Vinings Davis Foundation, the competitive

arts organizations.

community fellowship helped the Mauldin, S.C., resident work
with the chief staff member of Greenville’s Green Ribbon Advisory

!

Ongoing enhancement of the

Committee during the summer of 2011, supporting a municipal effort

Shi Center’s leadership role in

to apply sustainable and responsible practices in the design and

environmental education

construction of new buildings and city operations.

and stewardship.

Student fellowships, faculty development experiences, a dynamic

!

Greater opportunities and a new

speakers series and a Community Conservation Corps are just some

facility for Continuing Education

of the initiatives funded by gifts to Because Furman Matters from the

programs (Osher Lifelong Learning

Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and The Duke Endowment, among

Institute, Corporate and Professional

other organizations and individuals. Early gifts to the campaign also

Development, Bridges to a Brighter

provided $5 million to construct and endow the operations of Cliffs

Future, Undergraduate Evening Studies

Cottage, a LEED Gold-certified facility that houses Furman’s nationally

and Learning For You).

recognized sustainability programs.

!

Institute at Furman.

“What we’re doing at Furman is for the future,” Wallin says.
“I probably won’t see all of the benefits — they will come in 30, 50
or 100 years. And that is deeply rewarding.”
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!

Expanded community service programs.
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Blue Shoes: Paying It Forward
Furman’s track and cross country programs are on the move thanks
in large part to the impact of the Blue Shoes Scholarship fund drive.
Launched with a founding gift from Chris Borch ’78 (a California
businessman and former Paladin runner) and his wife, Andrea,
and bolstered by donations from hundreds of contributors and
a series of fundraising events, the program has, in six years, raised
approximately $2.5 million to endow scholarships for Furman’s
cross country and track and field student-athletes.
Borch named the program after the blue Onitsuka Tiger running
shoes given to members of the track team his second day as
a Furman student. He still has the shoes.
He says, “My running days at Furman taught me lessons about setting
a goal, working hard and not giving up. Through Blue Shoes, Andrea
and I want to be sure the opportunity to run and learn such lessons
is there for other young men and women.”

Renewing Excellence in
Intercollegiate Athletics

College athletics have long been an avenue of opportunity
for talented student-athletes, a source of pride and
distinction for the institutions themselves, and an engine
that drives school spirit. Furman has proven it can combine

This area of priority seeks commitments
of $20 million to support:
!

Expansion and renovation of facilities, including the

competitive success with the intellectual and character

football stadium fieldhouse and press box, and the

The Borchs will contribute $500,000 over the next several years

growth of its student-athletes. In 2010, for example, Furman

baseball, soccer, golf and softball facilities.

to support the program’s operational costs. Their gift will provide

ranked third nationally among the 212 NCAA Division I

start-up funding for several scholarship-raising initiatives and will help

institutions in graduation rate of student-athletes.

Furman and ZAP Fitness extend a partnership that began
two years ago. ZAP, which operates a training camp for Olympic
hopefuls in the mountains of North Carolina, will use Furman
as a winter training site for its elite distance runners.

A challenge going forward will be providing resources
to support athletics and to bring Furman to national
prominence in all sports, which will in turn support student
recruitment, upward mobility for student-athletes, greater
cultural diversity on campus, and connection with alumni,
donors and friends.
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!

Funding to enhance resources for coaching, recruiting
and retaining student-athletes.

!

Scholarship funding to recruit talented student-athletes.
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businessman and former Paladin runner) and his wife, Andrea,
and bolstered by donations from hundreds of contributors and
a series of fundraising events, the program has, in six years, raised
approximately $2.5 million to endow scholarships for Furman’s
cross country and track and field student-athletes.
Borch named the program after the blue Onitsuka Tiger running
shoes given to members of the track team his second day as
a Furman student. He still has the shoes.
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is there for other young men and women.”
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distinction for the institutions themselves, and an engine
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competitive success with the intellectual and character

football stadium fieldhouse and press box, and the

The Borchs will contribute $500,000 over the next several years

growth of its student-athletes. In 2010, for example, Furman

baseball, soccer, golf and softball facilities.

to support the program’s operational costs. Their gift will provide

ranked third nationally among the 212 NCAA Division I

start-up funding for several scholarship-raising initiatives and will help

institutions in graduation rate of student-athletes.

Furman and ZAP Fitness extend a partnership that began
two years ago. ZAP, which operates a training camp for Olympic
hopefuls in the mountains of North Carolina, will use Furman
as a winter training site for its elite distance runners.

A challenge going forward will be providing resources
to support athletics and to bring Furman to national
prominence in all sports, which will in turn support student
recruitment, upward mobility for student-athletes, greater
cultural diversity on campus, and connection with alumni,
donors and friends.
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All the windows into labs and classrooms make apparent

to current and future students the breadth and sheer activity
of learning and research going on here.
— Eli Hestermann, Biology
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At the same time Furman has opened this wonderful new

facility, we have been successful in raising more than $7 million
to support research, curriculum development, professional
development and outreach through grants from the National
Institutes of Health, National Science Foundation, Howard Hughes
Medical Institute, and Merck Foundation/American Association
for Advancement of Science.
— John Wheeler, Chemistry
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The Townes Center has reinvigorated our existing science

departments and contributed to the development of new and
innovative majors, including neurobiology and sustainability.
— Wade Worthen, Biology
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A walk with my class through the rock garden often turns into

a discussion on geologic and landscape history of the Upstate
of South Carolina and its significance to natural hazards or natural
resources distribution.
— Suresh Muthukrishnan, Earth and Environmental Sciences
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Campaign Leadership

A Place to
Continue
to Grow

With the help of a generous naming gift from longtime

When completed, it will house one of the fastest

Furman trustee Gordon Herring ’65 and his wife, Sarah

growing enterprises at Furman. The Division of

Weaver Herring ’66, and the enthusiastic fundraising

Continuing Education has doubled in size in the

efforts of members of the Osher Lifelong Learning (OLLI)

last 10 years.

program, Furman’s rapidly expanding Division of Continuing Education will soon be housed under one roof.
When ground was broken August 25 for the 22,000-

Studies, for working adults pursuing an undergraduate

square-foot Herring Center for Lifelong Learning, the

degree; OLLI, primarily for senior adults; Learning for

ceremony represented an early success story for the

You, which provides enrichment opportunities for

final phase of the Because Furman Matters campaign.

all ages; the Center for Corporate and Professional

The new facility, scheduled for completion by the fall

Development, for business executives; and Bridges to

of 2012, will be located near the Younts Conference

a Brighter Future, for at-risk teenagers. They provide

Center and Timmons Arena on the south side of campus.

ongoing support, opportunity, education and hope

Through August 2011, $5.8 million toward the building’s

to thousands in the Greenville community.

$6.4 million cost has been raised.
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Lea and Hans Helmerich
Jan Hunt ’78 and Kurt Hollar ’77
Claudia and Jimmy Laferney
Mercy and Harry Lightsey
Cindy and Jim Mabry
Pam and Pat McKinney
Kathy and Ron McKinney ’70
Stacy Schuman ’80
and Paul Quiros ’79
Susan and John Scovil
Lisa and Ron Simmons
June and David Trone ’77
Debbie and Buck Wearn

Townes Steering Committee
Ken Sargent ’62, Project Shepherd
Bill Baker
William Blaker
Trey Edwards ’05
Lon Knight
Fran Smith Ligler ’73
David Moffett
Joe Pollard
Bill Ranson
Roger Stevenson ’62

Ligon Duncan ’83
Gayle Gulley ’71
Ann Hollingsworth Guest ’75
Sarah Weaver Herring ’66
Rett Kendall ’90
Mary Lindsey Lewis ’74
Kevin Spears ’92
Jane Bennett Stelling ’72

Lifelong Learning Center/
OLLI Committee Chairs
Tim Baiden
Sandy Finder
Bob Howell
George Jones
Barbara Leimsieder
Tony Lancelot
Kent Snyder
Asian Studies Task Force
Carrie Reding Tucker ’71, Chair
Carolyn Greenway Bishop ’71
Ravenel Curry ’63
Mike Harley ’82
Carl Kohrt ’65
Jason Richards ’01
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Knox White
John Yates
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Calder Erhmann
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Benny Walker ’71
Lilly Center Task Force
Peggy Ellison Good ’67, Co-chair
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Mark Mitchell ’83
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Ben Barnhill ’98
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Robyn Hood ‘84 and Jeff Black ’84
David Bost
Beth Harris Brandes ’74
Joe Brewer ’97
Chris Brown ‘89

Jean Lanford Cann ’56
Jeff Coats ’90
Kim Cochran-Price ’93
Jill Gottlieb ’94
and Jason Connolly ’94
Miriam Gillespie Davis ’77
J. Scott Derrick ’88
Ginger Coleman Dixon ’56
Tom Drake ’61
Megan Theiling Draper ’02
Dave Ellison ’72
Elizabeth Pritchard Evans ’92
Eric Fisher ’03
Idella Goodson Glenn ’84
Laura Grant ’08
Rebekah Gentry Gregory ’99
David Grier ’83
Jim Hamrick ’50
John Harris ’91
Robbie Higdon ’94
Susie Nabors Hubbard ’97
Tod Hyche ’90
George Linney ’65
Todd Malo ’95
Tim Malone ’06
Hap Marshall ’47
Tony McDade ’79
Kathy Crum McKinney
Evan Melcher ’99
Alden Milam ’92
Matthew Miller ’99
Joe Moon ’76
Carol Nichols ’67 and Jim Ney ’64
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Scott Schulhof ’94
Hilary Eldred ’02
and Beau Seagraves ’02
Richard Furman Society
Margaret Platt ’83
and Robert Hill ’83, Co-chairs
Carol Nichols ’67 and Jim Ney ’64,
Past co-chairs
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Kay Holland Lester ‘75
Kelly Driver ’84
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and Jason Richards ’01
A.B. Robinson ’77
Dan Sanders
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Furman REPORTS

Hallmarks of Furman’s
2011 retirees: Commitment,
foresight and integrity
At the close of the 2010-11 academic
year, Furman said farewell to five
faculty members who worked at the
university for a combined 173 years.
As a tribute to the retirees, all
of whom have been awarded emeritus
status, Furman magazine asked
departmental colleagues (and, in two
cases, former students) to comment
on their careers and contributions.

Photos by Jeremy Fleming.

JIM EDWARDS
In all, Jim Edwards
has spent 45 years
on Furman’s campus:
four as a student and,
since 1970, 41 more
on the faculty. He
has had an impact
on everything from
the dorm rooms to the classrooms, and he has
the singular honor of being the only Furman
professor to have won the Alester G. Furman, Jr.,
and Janie Earle Furman Award for Meritorious
Teaching twice — in 1975 and again in 2011.
What Jim will be remembered for most,
though, is his deep love of ideas. He thinks in
a way that the rest of us aspire to. I remember
seeing him after class not long ago, and he was
visibly agitated. I learned that he was struggling
with a problem in Descartes’ Meditations that
had come up in his Introduction to Philosophy
course. After 40 years of teaching this introductory course, he still thought seriously about
such issues.
Jim struck a rare balance between the
demands of teaching and of scholarship. He
has been an extremely caring and influential
teacher and, at the same time, an incredibly
productive scholar. His book Ethics Without
Philosophy: Wittgenstein and the Moral Life
has had a profound impact on the profession.
When I was interviewing people at the
American Philosophical Association meeting to hire Jim’s replacement, several commented that his book had “changed their
philosophical lives.”
The highest compliment that Jim can
give someone is that they are “drop dead
smart.” Jim himself is drop dead smart, and
he has lived a life of the mind to which the
rest of us continue to aspire.
— SARAH E. WORTH ’92
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NOEL KANEMAGUIRE
“Bloody ripper!”
Denizens of the
Furman chemistry
department heard
those words from
Australia native
Noel Kane-Maguire —
KM to his students and colleagues — time and
again during his 38-year career. With this phrase,
KM would demonstrate his excitement over
a positive research result and instill confidence
and enthusiasm in his students.
As my undergraduate research mentor,
KM taught me how to do science, but more
importantly, he instilled in me the passion and
confidence to tackle difficult problems. Every
result is intriguing to KM, and he takes you with
him on this wild scientific ride.
At Furman, KM distinguished himself
as a teacher and scholar. An early pioneer of
engaged learning, he published more than 50
peer-reviewed articles in prestigious professional
journals, all co-authored with undergraduate
students. He was also a sought-after professor,
as was evident when he was presented the 1985
Alester G. Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle Furman
Award for Meritorious Teaching.
Despite these accomplishments, it is the
role KM played in the lives of his colleagues and
students that people will probably remember
most. From his yearly slide shows depicting the
antics of the department to his direction of the
annual departmental Ironman and Ironwoman
competitions, KM helped students and faculty
forge the lasting relationships for which Furman
is known. But it is the individual friendships that
KM formed with each of us that stand as the
most enduring markers of his success.
Bloody ripper of a career!
— PAUL WAGENKNECHT ’86

BETTY KELLY

ELAINE NOCKS

FRANK POWELL

That Betty Kelly and
I are Furman alumni
and have worked
together for 25 years
at the James B. Duke
Library creates interesting dimensions
to our friendship.
Nearly 10 years after graduating, I returned
to Furman as a reference librarian. Just two
months earlier Betty had also returned to
the library, where she had worked as a student
before graduating in 1967. Now she was head
of technical services.
Ever since, her work and the decisions she
made reminded me that “holding to the highest
standard” was always the operative factor behind
the outcomes. When she served as interim
director of the library in the mid-1990s, her
generosity and high standards prevailed. It was
something she expected of everyone who was
associated with Furman, and especially of herself.
Regardless of the situation, you could depend on
Betty to take the high road.
I have always drawn tremendous confidence
and support from Betty, as have a great many
people. Given her warm and welcoming nature,
it was rare to go by her office and not see a
colleague or student talking with her. No matter
how busy she was, she would take time to help
others iron out the rough spots.
When I think of Betty Kelly, I think of
Furman University, and when I think of Furman,
I think of Betty. She and Furman each reside
in a part of my psyche where integrity rules.
She required that of herself, required it of the
library, and required it of the university. That’s
a standard worth keeping.

It didn’t take long
for Elaine Nocks to
make an impression
at Furman after she
arrived in 1973. She
quickly established
herself as a talented
teacher, which the
university formally acknowledged in 1987
when she was named the recipient of the Alester
G. Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle Furman Award
for Meritorious Teaching.
She was also instrumental in transforming
the psychology department by advocating an
increased emphasis on laboratory and research
experiences. She was one of the first to work
with research students and to have a student
present a paper at a professional convention.
In short, she helped “engage” the department
before we knew what engaged learning was.
Because of her empathy, thoughtfulness
and warmth, Elaine developed deep and lasting
connections with students and colleagues alike.
And when, at mid-career, she determined she
had yet to find her true calling, she courageously
took a risk — and a leave of absence — to
obtain a Master of Divinity degree from Candler
School of Theology at Emory University.
Fortunately, she came back to Furman —
and was soon awarded a $2 million grant from
the Lilly Foundation to develop a program to
help students and faculty think more deeply
about their choice of vocation in the context
of their life’s purpose. Thus the Lilly Center
for Vocational Reflection was born.
Today, this thriving program stands as a
legacy to Elaine’s foresight and impact. As her
Lilly co-director, David Bost, has said, “Her life
is evidence that vocation is an ongoing process
of discovery, growth and surprise.”

As professor of health
sciences at Furman
since 1974 and, more
recently, as director of
sustainability, Frank
Powell has often been
ahead of his time.
Always committed to social and environmental policy
change, he spoke out early and forcefully about
health and environmental causes — protecting
rivers, lakes and forests, promoting plant-based
diets — that are now widely accepted but were
considered radical when he proposed them.
In the 1980s Frank began the Senior
Activity Rejuvenation Program, in which he
preached the value of rigorous activity for senior
citizens. Instead of promoting the virtues of
walking and light exercise, he spurred senior
citizens to long jump and high jump, throw
the shot put and discus, run sprints, and train
for state and national competitions. The results
were profound, and Frank’s work gained national
attention. Of course, today publications from
Time to the Wall Street Journal regularly tout
the virtues of vigorous activity into old age.
Soon after arriving at Furman, Frank
collaborated with the late Sandor Molnar
to develop a fitness concepts course that replaced
the traditional physical skills courses that
Furman and most liberal arts schools required.
Their efforts laid the foundation for a course
that has been a hallmark of Furman’s curriculum
for nearly 40 years. For two decades he also
coached the divers on Furman’s intercollegiate
team, and many students learned the basics
of gymnastics by taking his popular skills class.
In both actions and words, Frank has
been a pioneer — and often has proven
to be a visionary.

— GIL EINSTEIN

— BILL PIERCE

— STEVE RICHARDSON ’77
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Hallmarks of Furman’s
2011 retirees: Commitment,
foresight and integrity
At the close of the 2010-11 academic
year, Furman said farewell to five
faculty members who worked at the
university for a combined 173 years.
As a tribute to the retirees, all
of whom have been awarded emeritus
status, Furman magazine asked
departmental colleagues (and, in two
cases, former students) to comment
on their careers and contributions.

Photos by Jeremy Fleming.

JIM EDWARDS
In all, Jim Edwards
has spent 45 years
on Furman’s campus:
four as a student and,
since 1970, 41 more
on the faculty. He
has had an impact
on everything from
the dorm rooms to the classrooms, and he has
the singular honor of being the only Furman
professor to have won the Alester G. Furman, Jr.,
and Janie Earle Furman Award for Meritorious
Teaching twice — in 1975 and again in 2011.
What Jim will be remembered for most,
though, is his deep love of ideas. He thinks in
a way that the rest of us aspire to. I remember
seeing him after class not long ago, and he was
visibly agitated. I learned that he was struggling
with a problem in Descartes’ Meditations that
had come up in his Introduction to Philosophy
course. After 40 years of teaching this introductory course, he still thought seriously about
such issues.
Jim struck a rare balance between the
demands of teaching and of scholarship. He
has been an extremely caring and influential
teacher and, at the same time, an incredibly
productive scholar. His book Ethics Without
Philosophy: Wittgenstein and the Moral Life
has had a profound impact on the profession.
When I was interviewing people at the
American Philosophical Association meeting to hire Jim’s replacement, several commented that his book had “changed their
philosophical lives.”
The highest compliment that Jim can
give someone is that they are “drop dead
smart.” Jim himself is drop dead smart, and
he has lived a life of the mind to which the
rest of us continue to aspire.
— SARAH E. WORTH ’92
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NOEL KANEMAGUIRE
“Bloody ripper!”
Denizens of the
Furman chemistry
department heard
those words from
Australia native
Noel Kane-Maguire —
KM to his students and colleagues — time and
again during his 38-year career. With this phrase,
KM would demonstrate his excitement over
a positive research result and instill confidence
and enthusiasm in his students.
As my undergraduate research mentor,
KM taught me how to do science, but more
importantly, he instilled in me the passion and
confidence to tackle difficult problems. Every
result is intriguing to KM, and he takes you with
him on this wild scientific ride.
At Furman, KM distinguished himself
as a teacher and scholar. An early pioneer of
engaged learning, he published more than 50
peer-reviewed articles in prestigious professional
journals, all co-authored with undergraduate
students. He was also a sought-after professor,
as was evident when he was presented the 1985
Alester G. Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle Furman
Award for Meritorious Teaching.
Despite these accomplishments, it is the
role KM played in the lives of his colleagues and
students that people will probably remember
most. From his yearly slide shows depicting the
antics of the department to his direction of the
annual departmental Ironman and Ironwoman
competitions, KM helped students and faculty
forge the lasting relationships for which Furman
is known. But it is the individual friendships that
KM formed with each of us that stand as the
most enduring markers of his success.
Bloody ripper of a career!
— PAUL WAGENKNECHT ’86
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how busy she was, she would take time to help
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I think of Betty. She and Furman each reside
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the shot put and discus, run sprints, and train
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were profound, and Frank’s work gained national
attention. Of course, today publications from
Time to the Wall Street Journal regularly tout
the virtues of vigorous activity into old age.
Soon after arriving at Furman, Frank
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IMC students win national competition

JEREMY FLEMING

SHORTLY BEFORE THEY GRADUATED this spring, three members of
Furman’s Class of 2011 won the National Collegiate Effie Competition for
their work in developing a public service announcement campaign to help
Heineken USA promote its relationship with Taxi Magic, a smart phone
application that allows consumers to book, track and pay for taxi service.
The Effie Awards are administered by Effie Worldwide and recognize
the most effective advertising efforts in the United States each year.
Honored for their project were Stacey Bragg, an accounting and
business administration major from Belcamp, Md.; Amanda Quinton, a
business administration and music major from Thomasville, Ga.; and Sara
Sanders, a business administration major from Byron, Ga. They received
a $3,000 prize for creating a campaign that, according to Heineken, was
designed to encourage “consumers to learn, understand, download and use
the Taxi Magic app as an innovative option to avoid drinking and driving.”
The Furman group and the other student finalists (from Iowa State
University) traveled to New York City May 3 to present their campaign
to Heineken USA executives.

Major honors awarded
at close of Spring Semester

The Effie Collegiate Competition was an integral part of business
professor Robert Underwood’s Integrated Marketing Communications
class. Students worked for almost three months on the strategic development of either the Heineken/Taxi Magic App campaign or an integrated
brand campaign for MINI and the introduction of its new vehicle,
the Countryman.
For the MINI campaign, three groups from Underwood’s class made
it to the top six.

Revised alcohol policy results in no significant changes
ONE YEAR AFTER FURMAN approved a policy
revision that allows students age 21 or older who
live in North Village to possess alcohol in their
apartments, a study of student consumption
habits and incident reports shows virtually
no changes in the campus culture.
“We have done a lot of work to educate
our students about the dangers of alcohol,” says
Connie Carson, vice president for student life,
whose office administered the survey. “Alcohol
use among our students remains comparatively
low, and there have been no changes from a
campus cultural standpoint as a result of the
revised policy.”
According to the study, 73 percent
of Furman students reported consuming
alcohol during the past year, compared with
the national average of 84.2 percent. Sixteen
percent of Furman students said they had
missed a class because of drinking, compared
to 30 percent nationally.
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The revised policy, adopted in April of 2010,
followed two earlier revisions, one in 2003 that
permitted alcohol to be served at the golf course,
alumni house, Timmons Arena and Younts
Conference Center, and the other in 2008 that
allowed of-age students living in The Vinings
(which Furman owns) on Duncan Chapel Road
to possess alcohol in their apartments.
The latest revision, authored by a committee of trustees, students, administrators, faculty
and alumni and approved by the trustees after
extensive study and research, mandates an
online alcohol education course for freshmen,
prohibits bulk quantities of alcohol from being
served, and provides strict penalties for those
who commit infractions. It subjects anyone
caught playing drinking games or displaying
alcohol paraphernalia to steep fines and
educational intervention.
Carson says the revised policy makes
the university’s rules more consistent while

maintaining a controlled, closely monitored
environment. The results for 2010–11, the first
year of the policy: no significant changes in
alcohol-related injuries, underage drinking
or citations for public intoxication.
Furman’s disciplinary sanctions are strict
compared to those at most colleges. Underage
students found in possession of alcohol face
an initial $100 fine, written warning, alcohol
education and parental notification. The fine
for providing alcohol to anyone under 21 is
$300, as it is for hosting a party where bulk
alcohol is served.
Alcohol continues to be prohibited in
South Housing and Lakeside Housing, where
most first- and second-year students live.
— JOHN ROBERTS

For more about Furman’s alcohol and substance
abuse policies, visit www.furman.edu, click on
“Student Life,” and follow the links.

SPRING SEMESTER 2011 ended with the
university’s traditional celebrations, festive
events and award presentations.
Scott Henderson, associate professor of
education, received the Chiles-Harrill Award
during the Senior Banquet in late April. The
recipient, chosen by the graduating class,
is a member of the faculty or staff who is
considered to have had the greatest influence
on the class. The winner becomes an
honorary member of the class and is invited
to participate in all of its future activities.
Henderson has taught at Furman since 1998.
At Commencement May 7, Alester G.
Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle Furman Awards
for Meritorious Teaching went to Jim
Edwards, Louis G. Forgione Professor of
Philosophy, and Daniel Koppelman, professor
of music. Edwards retired this year after 41
years on the faculty; Koppelman has taught
at Furman since 1996.
The Alester G. Furman, Jr., and Janie
Earle Furman Awards for Meritorious Advising went to Owen McFadden, director of
recreational sports since 1985, and Onorae
Rice, assistant professor of psychology, who
joined the faculty in 2006.
General Excellence Awards went to
Katherine Suzanne Shultz, a political science
major from Hoover, Ala., and Reece Cameron
Lyerly, an earth and environmental sciences
major from Roswell, Ga. The Scholarship
Cup for perfect 4.00 grade-point averages
went to Claire Elizabeth Greenstein, a political science/German major from Clemson,
S.C.; John Walter Helsel, a physics/philosophy
major from Atlanta; and Rebecca Kathryn
Waldrip, a math major from Chester, S.C.

Now for the rest of the story . . .
NOW THAT I’VE WIPED most of the egg from
my face, here’s the follow-up to “Sing Along to
the Victory Song,” the story that appeared as
“The Last Word” in the spring magazine.
Quick recap: A friend had sent me the
music to the “Furman Victory Song,” written in
1942 by Fred Waring and Charles Gaynor and
performed on an NBC radio show. It turns out
Waring wrote similar tunes for other schools.
The song was news to me — and I’ve
worked at Furman for 25 years, plus I’m an
alumnus, plus some consider me the institutional memory, a designation I shall henceforth
decline. But as a word and history guy, my
curiosity was piqued by this 70-year-old composition. And since Waring, a famous choral
director, wrote it, I saw it as a choral work.
In trying to uncover the story behind
the music, I checked with the James B. Duke
Library and the Robert J. Maxwell, Jr., Music
Media Center and Library. Inquiries also went
to a member of the music department staff,
to a current and a former member of the choral
faculty, and to a far more esteemed Furman
historian than I.
The libraries had the sheet music but
no other information. A few people had
heard of the song but knew nothing else.
I found no mention of it in the most recent
university history or the history of choral
music at Furman.
So I wrote up what I had and included
the words, figuring someone might help
fill in the blanks.
Did they ever. Less than 24 hours after
the magazine hit the mail, I heard from
John Beckford, vice president for academic
affairs and dean who, in his former life,
was a music professor and announcer for
football halftime shows.
He informed me that the band has
actually been showcasing the “Victory Song”

at Paladin games for, oh, about 20 years.
John Carmichael, band director in the early
1990s, discovered the music in the archives
and did an instrumental arrangement.
I go to lots of Furman games. I’ve heard
the “Time for the Furman Victory Song”
announcement. But I didn’t make the
connection, probably because it was out of
context and because I was thinking “choral
work.” Why I didn’t have someone actually
play the piece, I don’t know.
Thoroughly embarrassed, I prepared
for an onslaught of complaints from outraged
band alumni.
There was no onslaught or outrage.
But a number of readers did write to express
confusion, surprise and/or shock that I didn’t
know what song I was talking about. I felt a
little better, though, after reading such comments as “We [band members] always wondered
where it came from” and “We never knew it
had words.” And even one “I liked the article.”
So apologies to all the talented musicians
who probably can still play the song in their
sleep. At least now we have the full story —
I think. Leslie Hicken, director of bands, has
graciously granted me absolution. And this
fall, maybe we can do a follow-the-bouncingball thing on the Paladin Stadium jumbotron,
and fans can sing lustily along to the “Furman
Victory Song.”
— JIM STEWART
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IMC students win national competition

JEREMY FLEMING

SHORTLY BEFORE THEY GRADUATED this spring, three members of
Furman’s Class of 2011 won the National Collegiate Effie Competition for
their work in developing a public service announcement campaign to help
Heineken USA promote its relationship with Taxi Magic, a smart phone
application that allows consumers to book, track and pay for taxi service.
The Effie Awards are administered by Effie Worldwide and recognize
the most effective advertising efforts in the United States each year.
Honored for their project were Stacey Bragg, an accounting and
business administration major from Belcamp, Md.; Amanda Quinton, a
business administration and music major from Thomasville, Ga.; and Sara
Sanders, a business administration major from Byron, Ga. They received
a $3,000 prize for creating a campaign that, according to Heineken, was
designed to encourage “consumers to learn, understand, download and use
the Taxi Magic app as an innovative option to avoid drinking and driving.”
The Furman group and the other student finalists (from Iowa State
University) traveled to New York City May 3 to present their campaign
to Heineken USA executives.

Major honors awarded
at close of Spring Semester

The Effie Collegiate Competition was an integral part of business
professor Robert Underwood’s Integrated Marketing Communications
class. Students worked for almost three months on the strategic development of either the Heineken/Taxi Magic App campaign or an integrated
brand campaign for MINI and the introduction of its new vehicle,
the Countryman.
For the MINI campaign, three groups from Underwood’s class made
it to the top six.

Revised alcohol policy results in no significant changes
ONE YEAR AFTER FURMAN approved a policy
revision that allows students age 21 or older who
live in North Village to possess alcohol in their
apartments, a study of student consumption
habits and incident reports shows virtually
no changes in the campus culture.
“We have done a lot of work to educate
our students about the dangers of alcohol,” says
Connie Carson, vice president for student life,
whose office administered the survey. “Alcohol
use among our students remains comparatively
low, and there have been no changes from a
campus cultural standpoint as a result of the
revised policy.”
According to the study, 73 percent
of Furman students reported consuming
alcohol during the past year, compared with
the national average of 84.2 percent. Sixteen
percent of Furman students said they had
missed a class because of drinking, compared
to 30 percent nationally.
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Conference Center, and the other in 2008 that
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(which Furman owns) on Duncan Chapel Road
to possess alcohol in their apartments.
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online alcohol education course for freshmen,
prohibits bulk quantities of alcohol from being
served, and provides strict penalties for those
who commit infractions. It subjects anyone
caught playing drinking games or displaying
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educational intervention.
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for providing alcohol to anyone under 21 is
$300, as it is for hosting a party where bulk
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— JOHN ROBERTS

For more about Furman’s alcohol and substance
abuse policies, visit www.furman.edu, click on
“Student Life,” and follow the links.

SPRING SEMESTER 2011 ended with the
university’s traditional celebrations, festive
events and award presentations.
Scott Henderson, associate professor of
education, received the Chiles-Harrill Award
during the Senior Banquet in late April. The
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is a member of the faculty or staff who is
considered to have had the greatest influence
on the class. The winner becomes an
honorary member of the class and is invited
to participate in all of its future activities.
Henderson has taught at Furman since 1998.
At Commencement May 7, Alester G.
Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle Furman Awards
for Meritorious Teaching went to Jim
Edwards, Louis G. Forgione Professor of
Philosophy, and Daniel Koppelman, professor
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no other information. A few people had
heard of the song but knew nothing else.
I found no mention of it in the most recent
university history or the history of choral
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affairs and dean who, in his former life,
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He informed me that the band has
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John Carmichael, band director in the early
1990s, discovered the music in the archives
and did an instrumental arrangement.
I go to lots of Furman games. I’ve heard
the “Time for the Furman Victory Song”
announcement. But I didn’t make the
connection, probably because it was out of
context and because I was thinking “choral
work.” Why I didn’t have someone actually
play the piece, I don’t know.
Thoroughly embarrassed, I prepared
for an onslaught of complaints from outraged
band alumni.
There was no onslaught or outrage.
But a number of readers did write to express
confusion, surprise and/or shock that I didn’t
know what song I was talking about. I felt a
little better, though, after reading such comments as “We [band members] always wondered
where it came from” and “We never knew it
had words.” And even one “I liked the article.”
So apologies to all the talented musicians
who probably can still play the song in their
sleep. At least now we have the full story —
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Kubler shared lessons about research — and about life

AT THE CELEBRATION of the life of Don Kubler June 4 in Furman’s
Patrick Lecture Hall, Randy Finley ’76 recalled his first encounter with
the legendary chemistry professor.
“I met Dr. Kubler 37 years ago, when I found out he would be
my research director for the summer undergraduate research program,”
Finley said of his mentor, who died May 26 at the age of 88. “I had heard
the stories. He was almost mythical, larger than life. Students would quake
before his office door. Some would come out enlightened; others, in tears.”
Finley added, “Dr. Kubler expected his students to maximize their
potential. He became impatient with intellectually or physically lazy
students. I was no exception!”
But Finley, now a corporate vice president in Montclair, N.J., said
he also discovered that if you stuck with Kubler — and if Kubler stuck
with you — the benefits would last a lifetime.
“It was the integrity of the scientific approach, the intellectual honesty and joy of uncovering a small part of the nature of the universe, that
Dr. Kubler led his students to embrace. He taught us to persevere and stay
true to the quest for truth, even when grades and senior papers were on
the line, for when the true answer becomes revealed, the elegant simplicity
is magical,” Finley said. “These lessons of research were also lessons of life
that were to follow his students throughout their careers.”
Kubler joined the Furman faculty in 1961 after working first as a
research chemist with Union Carbide in West Virginia, and then teaching
briefly at the University of South Carolina (his alma mater) and HampdenSydney College. A member of Phi Beta Kappa, he earned his doctorate from
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the University of Maryland and was a U.S. Navy veteran, having spent
four years in the Pacific during World War II.
In remarks written for the Kubler celebration, Noel Kane-Maguire,
who retired this spring after 38 years on the chemistry faculty, said, “Don
was one of those genuine, highly intelligent individuals who felt and spoke
passionately about many things. And whatever he did, he did with gusto
and conviction. Among his many accomplishments, he played a critical
role, along with Stuart Patterson and others, in putting in place many of
the signature components of our chemistry program which are responsible
for much of the success we enjoy today.”
One example: In 1964 Kubler obtained a grant from the National
Science Foundation that helped launch a new era in the department and
paved the way for today’s nationally known summer undergraduate research
program. Kubler also chaired the department for six years and served for
a time as advisor to Furman’s premedical students. In 1970 he was named
the second recipient of the Alester G. Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle Furman
Award for Meritorious Teaching.
Kane-Maguire said of his friend and colleague, “Don could be
exceedingly charming and yet a somewhat intimidating presence. And
if you took a different position than his on a particular matter about which
he felt strongly, you had better arrive with well-prepared arguments and,
as a precautionary measure, perhaps wear your most trusted flak-vest.”
Kubler was active in civic affairs and donated his time to assist local
and regional officials with arson investigations. He was instrumental
in the creation of the River Falls Volunteer Fire Department and was one
of its charter commissioners. After retiring from Furman in 1985 he was
a tutor with the Greenville County Literacy Association and did extensive
research on dyslexia, conducting a clinical study in China and England
and working with dyslexic students in the area.
In recognition of Kubler’s contributions to Furman, a laboratory
in the Townes Center for Science is named in his honor. In addition,
the Donald G. Kubler and C. Stuart Patterson Fund for Undergraduate
Research in Chemistry, established in 2002, provides financial support
to chemistry students.
Don Kubler was a meticulous and exacting professor, but as Randy
Finley said, “As hard as he drove his students, he drove himself. He did
not accept the status quo, nor did he expect someone else to do the work.
He led by example and instilled this into his students.”
Kubler is survived by his wife, Rose Bannister Kubler ’48, three sons,
and a daughter.
— JIM STEWART
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Exorciser l’exil (Rodopi, 2011). The author,
who has taught French at Furman since
2008, has published the first booklength study devoted to the work of
Alexakis, an award-wining Francophone
author. By examining patterns of cultural
dispossession, autofictional tendencies,
language quests and spatial displacements,
Bessy demonstrates that Alexakis creates
an aesthetic of displacement allowing
him to gradually free his writings from
the thematic of exile and estrangement.
Because Alexakis writes both in French and
Greek and self-translates all his works, this
study will appeal to those with an interest
in literary bilingualism, self-translation, and
Francophone literary studies. The book
also features an exclusive 2010 interview
with Alexakis.

RONALD J. FRIIS and Tatiana Séeligman,
Doble Vía: Communicación en español
(Heinle Cengage Learning, 2011). This
Spanish conversation book helps students
bridge the gap from the intermediate to
the advanced American Council on the
Teaching of Foreign Languages proficiency
levels, using a stepped approach to
prepare students for global citizenship
through self-reflection and exploration
of Hispanic cultures and communities.
A video program and online practice
extend the topics and structures covered
in the text to provide personalized
contexts in which students can sustain
conversations and improve their accuracy
before taking a culture and civilization
course or studying abroad. Friis has taught
at Furman since 1999. His co-author, a

Reanimation of Desire (Palgrave McMillan,
2011). This book explores the dead/
alive figure in such films as “The Ring,”
“American Beauty” and “The Elephant
Man.” It charts the spectacular reduction
of psychic life and assesses calls for shoring
up psychic/social spaces that transfer bodily
drives to language. Drawing on expansive
histories of cinema, the book demonstrates
that conceptions of psychic (re)animation
remain interwoven with notions of
cinematic motion and emerge, embedded,
in narratives of relations among analog
and digital arts/technologies. Hausmann,
an associate professor of English who
teaches cinema studies and literary theory,
has taught at Furman since 1999. He is
moderator of the university’s Independent
Film Society.

AKAN MALICI, Mark Schafer and
Steven G. Walker, Rethinking Foreign
Policy Analysis: States, Leaders, and
the Microfoundations of Behavioral
International Relations (Routledge, 2010).
Furman political science professor Malici
and his co-editors, Walker (Arizona State)
and Schafer (Louisiana State), present a
definitive, social-psychological approach
to integrating theories of foreign policy
analysis and international relations. The
essays address the agent-centered, micropolitical study of decisions by leaders and
the structure-oriented, macro-political
study of state interactions as a complex
adaptive system. A. Cooper Drury of the
University of Missouri says, “This book is
essential reading for students of international relations and foreign policy alike.”

native of El Salvador, holds a doctorate
from the University of North Carolina.
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Kubler shared lessons about research — and about life

AT THE CELEBRATION of the life of Don Kubler June 4 in Furman’s
Patrick Lecture Hall, Randy Finley ’76 recalled his first encounter with
the legendary chemistry professor.
“I met Dr. Kubler 37 years ago, when I found out he would be
my research director for the summer undergraduate research program,”
Finley said of his mentor, who died May 26 at the age of 88. “I had heard
the stories. He was almost mythical, larger than life. Students would quake
before his office door. Some would come out enlightened; others, in tears.”
Finley added, “Dr. Kubler expected his students to maximize their
potential. He became impatient with intellectually or physically lazy
students. I was no exception!”
But Finley, now a corporate vice president in Montclair, N.J., said
he also discovered that if you stuck with Kubler — and if Kubler stuck
with you — the benefits would last a lifetime.
“It was the integrity of the scientific approach, the intellectual honesty and joy of uncovering a small part of the nature of the universe, that
Dr. Kubler led his students to embrace. He taught us to persevere and stay
true to the quest for truth, even when grades and senior papers were on
the line, for when the true answer becomes revealed, the elegant simplicity
is magical,” Finley said. “These lessons of research were also lessons of life
that were to follow his students throughout their careers.”
Kubler joined the Furman faculty in 1961 after working first as a
research chemist with Union Carbide in West Virginia, and then teaching
briefly at the University of South Carolina (his alma mater) and HampdenSydney College. A member of Phi Beta Kappa, he earned his doctorate from
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the University of Maryland and was a U.S. Navy veteran, having spent
four years in the Pacific during World War II.
In remarks written for the Kubler celebration, Noel Kane-Maguire,
who retired this spring after 38 years on the chemistry faculty, said, “Don
was one of those genuine, highly intelligent individuals who felt and spoke
passionately about many things. And whatever he did, he did with gusto
and conviction. Among his many accomplishments, he played a critical
role, along with Stuart Patterson and others, in putting in place many of
the signature components of our chemistry program which are responsible
for much of the success we enjoy today.”
One example: In 1964 Kubler obtained a grant from the National
Science Foundation that helped launch a new era in the department and
paved the way for today’s nationally known summer undergraduate research
program. Kubler also chaired the department for six years and served for
a time as advisor to Furman’s premedical students. In 1970 he was named
the second recipient of the Alester G. Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle Furman
Award for Meritorious Teaching.
Kane-Maguire said of his friend and colleague, “Don could be
exceedingly charming and yet a somewhat intimidating presence. And
if you took a different position than his on a particular matter about which
he felt strongly, you had better arrive with well-prepared arguments and,
as a precautionary measure, perhaps wear your most trusted flak-vest.”
Kubler was active in civic affairs and donated his time to assist local
and regional officials with arson investigations. He was instrumental
in the creation of the River Falls Volunteer Fire Department and was one
of its charter commissioners. After retiring from Furman in 1985 he was
a tutor with the Greenville County Literacy Association and did extensive
research on dyslexia, conducting a clinical study in China and England
and working with dyslexic students in the area.
In recognition of Kubler’s contributions to Furman, a laboratory
in the Townes Center for Science is named in his honor. In addition,
the Donald G. Kubler and C. Stuart Patterson Fund for Undergraduate
Research in Chemistry, established in 2002, provides financial support
to chemistry students.
Don Kubler was a meticulous and exacting professor, but as Randy
Finley said, “As hard as he drove his students, he drove himself. He did
not accept the status quo, nor did he expect someone else to do the work.
He led by example and instilled this into his students.”
Kubler is survived by his wife, Rose Bannister Kubler ’48, three sons,
and a daughter.
— JIM STEWART
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Exorciser l’exil (Rodopi, 2011). The author,
who has taught French at Furman since
2008, has published the first booklength study devoted to the work of
Alexakis, an award-wining Francophone
author. By examining patterns of cultural
dispossession, autofictional tendencies,
language quests and spatial displacements,
Bessy demonstrates that Alexakis creates
an aesthetic of displacement allowing
him to gradually free his writings from
the thematic of exile and estrangement.
Because Alexakis writes both in French and
Greek and self-translates all his works, this
study will appeal to those with an interest
in literary bilingualism, self-translation, and
Francophone literary studies. The book
also features an exclusive 2010 interview
with Alexakis.

RONALD J. FRIIS and Tatiana Séeligman,
Doble Vía: Communicación en español
(Heinle Cengage Learning, 2011). This
Spanish conversation book helps students
bridge the gap from the intermediate to
the advanced American Council on the
Teaching of Foreign Languages proficiency
levels, using a stepped approach to
prepare students for global citizenship
through self-reflection and exploration
of Hispanic cultures and communities.
A video program and online practice
extend the topics and structures covered
in the text to provide personalized
contexts in which students can sustain
conversations and improve their accuracy
before taking a culture and civilization
course or studying abroad. Friis has taught
at Furman since 1999. His co-author, a

Reanimation of Desire (Palgrave McMillan,
2011). This book explores the dead/
alive figure in such films as “The Ring,”
“American Beauty” and “The Elephant
Man.” It charts the spectacular reduction
of psychic life and assesses calls for shoring
up psychic/social spaces that transfer bodily
drives to language. Drawing on expansive
histories of cinema, the book demonstrates
that conceptions of psychic (re)animation
remain interwoven with notions of
cinematic motion and emerge, embedded,
in narratives of relations among analog
and digital arts/technologies. Hausmann,
an associate professor of English who
teaches cinema studies and literary theory,
has taught at Furman since 1999. He is
moderator of the university’s Independent
Film Society.

AKAN MALICI, Mark Schafer and
Steven G. Walker, Rethinking Foreign
Policy Analysis: States, Leaders, and
the Microfoundations of Behavioral
International Relations (Routledge, 2010).
Furman political science professor Malici
and his co-editors, Walker (Arizona State)
and Schafer (Louisiana State), present a
definitive, social-psychological approach
to integrating theories of foreign policy
analysis and international relations. The
essays address the agent-centered, micropolitical study of decisions by leaders and
the structure-oriented, macro-political
study of state interactions as a complex
adaptive system. A. Cooper Drury of the
University of Missouri says, “This book is
essential reading for students of international relations and foreign policy alike.”

native of El Salvador, holds a doctorate
from the University of North Carolina.

FURMAN | SUMMER 2011

39

Furman ATHLETICS

MONICA ARGUELLO ’11, who in 2011 posted an 18-5 record at No. 1
singles, including a 10-0 mark in league matches, was chosen the Southern
Conference Female Athlete of the Year. The award, selected by conference
athletics directors and a media representative, recognizes athletic achievement, academic performance and civic involvement.
Arguello is the seventh Paladin to win the award and the fourth
Furman tennis player to do so, joining Megan Dunigan ’02, Mary Neill
Hagood ’05 and Laura Gioia ’09. Arguello was also the Women’s Tennis
Player of the Year and the Furman Female Athlete of the Year.
A native of Lakeland, Fla., she finished the spring season on a
12-match winning streak and was ranked 67th nationally by the Intercollegiate Tennis Association, the highest ranking for any Southern
Conference player. She completed her four-year career with a 38-1 record
in league matches and was a four-time first-team all-conference selection.

She won 67 career singles matches,
the ninth-highest total in Furman history,
and was named the league’s Freshman
of the Year in 2008. She competed in
the 2011 NCAA championships, losing
in the Round of 64.
An education major, Arguello
was named to the 2011 Capital One
Academic All-District Team, the
Academic All-Conference Team and the ITA All-Academic Team.
Her service work extended to such causes as the Greenville Humane
Society, Relay for Life, St. Anthony’s Church and Furman’s Heller
Service Corps Fall Festival. She plans to earn a master’s degree and
become a child life specialist.

Club sports make noise on national scene

CASEY GIBSON

THANKS TO ANDY BAKER ’12,  the Furman
cycling team continues to earn national attention — and titles.
Baker, a history major from Easley, S.C.,
captured the USA Division II national collegiate
cycling road race championship May 6 in
Madison, Wis., outdistancing 78 other riders by
completing the 74-mile course in a time of three
hours, 18 minutes and 21 seconds.
Since Furman launched cycling as a club
sport in 2007, Furman riders have won two
national team time trial titles and two individual
championships. Chris Butler ’10 was the 2008
road race champion.
The Wisconsin course featured a number of
grueling hills. Baker took charge toward the end
and wound up winning by nearly five minutes.
His time was also three minutes faster than that
of the Division I champion.
“It’s a really hard course that was well-suited
to my abilities, and it just worked out really well,”
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said Baker, who finished fourth in the same
event in 2010. As the only rider from Furman
to compete, he scored enough points to give the
Paladins a 13th-place overall finish. He finished
fourth among individual riders.
Baker competes professionally for Bissell
Pro Cycling during the spring and summer.
THE CLUB BASEBALL TEAM also had the
chance to pursue a national title this spring
in the Division II Club Baseball World Series
in Johnstown, Pa.
The Paladins were the No. 3 seed after
winning the Division IV regional championship.
They wound up losing their two games in the
double-elimination national tournament, falling
to the University of Wisconsin, 14-5, and Texas
State University, 8-3, to complete the season with
a 16-5 record.
This was the first time the club team
qualified for post-season play.

WHEN KAVIS REED graduated from Furman
in 1995, the Canadian Football League didn’t
seem like a world away — and not because the
young Paladin cornerback was exceptionally
worldly. Quite the opposite, in fact; he had never
even heard of the Canadian Football League.
“An agent phoned and asked if I was
interested in pursuing [an opportunity to play
there], and I quickly ran to the library and
researched it. I did not know about the CFL,”
Reed said.
What he discovered was that America’s
neighbors to the north actually played something that didn’t involve skis or skates. More
importantly, they wanted to pay him to play
it with them. That fact alone prompted Reed
to start packing his bags, even though the
Georgetown, S.C., native scarcely knew more
about the country itself then he did about its
football league.
Reed laughs at the memory of seeing
Canadian license plates at Myrtle Beach when
he was a kid and assuming a fair number of the
tourists owned their own igloos. These days, he
could probably teach a class on the nation and
its football. His five-year CFL playing career
laid the groundwork for a coaching climb that
recently reached its zenith when he was named
head coach of the Edmonton Eskimos, perhaps
the proudest franchise in the league.
Reed returned to Edmonton after an
11-year CFL coaching journey that reads like
a retired couple’s road trip: Toronto, Ottawa,
Hamilton, Saskatchewan and Winnipeg. But
the Eskimos were the team that plucked him
from Furman and thrust him deep into the
heart of Alberta, due north of Montana and
about 2,350 driving miles from home. And
they have come to own his heart.
He could have wilted under the weight
of the culture shock 16 years ago, but Reed
embraced the opportunity to expand his world.

“I wasn’t afraid —
more curious as to what
it had in store for me. But
once that plane landed
and I started driving into
the city, I quickly realized
it was no different than an
American city, besides the
weather,” Reed says.
“I think most Ameri- Kavis Reed (right) meets the press with Eskimos’ general manager Eric Tillman.
cans would view Canada
if you can survive it’s a great place to be,”
as a homogenous society when in fact it’s made
Reed says without a trace of irony.
up of many different cultures. But you see how
No matter what the map says, however,
they’re woven together and even how the differFurman is never far from Reed’s thoughts. He
ent languages are not seen as negatives but as
says he follows Paladin football “religiously,” and
something that makes the country what it is.”
one of his few regrets was that he didn’t get to
Reed also adapted nicely to the CFL’s
see longtime equipment manager Spear Sedgley
larger field and pass-happy attacks, establishing
before Sedgley died last year. Reed is convinced
himself as one of Edmonton’s best players with
that new coach Bruce Fowler, his position coach
205 tackles and 20 interceptions (returning five
in college, can restore the Furman program
for touchdowns) over his five seasons. His play
to prominence.
earned him a tryout with the National Football
“Everyone up here teases me because I boast
League’s Kansas City Chiefs, but at the peak
about Furman,” says Reed, who earned his degree
of his game Reed’s career ended in terrifying
in biology. “I had a lot of visits in college and
fashion when a hit left him paralyzed and
I could have taken a lot of major Division I offers,
forced him to have two vertebrae surgically
but when I stepped on that campus I felt like
fused together.
I was at home. The way the people made you feel,
“As soon as I went down that night I knew
I was done,” he says. “It’s really a scary deal to not the pride in being a student — you carry that
with you wherever you go, that pride in saying
have any control of your limbs, and I had about
I’m a Furman graduate. You know you earned
30 minutes of not having any. For a month I was
that degree.”
very weak and could not stand up for more than
Fowler is not surprised by Reed’s accomplisha minute. It was not a good experience.”
ments. “I couldn’t be happier for him,” Fowler
Nonetheless, Reed never wavered from his
says. “It’s great for Furman to know that we have
desire to stay involved with the sport. Nor has
an alumnus out there in a position of tremendous
he wavered in his love of Canada. His wife,
leadership. He’s gone on to represent Furman on
Darlene, is Canadian, as are their children,
a large stage.”
Tyra and Tarik, and though the family recently
— RON WAGNER
bought a vacation home in Arizona, they live
in Edmonton full time.
The author, a 1993 graduate, is a freelance writer
“We usually enjoy seven months of winter.
in Hendersonville, N.C.
They are long, grueling and mentally taxing, but

FURMAN | SUMMER 2011

41

DALE MACMILLAN/EDMONTON ESKIMOS

Reed finds gridiron success north of the border

Conference names Arguello Female Athlete of Year

Furman ATHLETICS

MONICA ARGUELLO ’11, who in 2011 posted an 18-5 record at No. 1
singles, including a 10-0 mark in league matches, was chosen the Southern
Conference Female Athlete of the Year. The award, selected by conference
athletics directors and a media representative, recognizes athletic achievement, academic performance and civic involvement.
Arguello is the seventh Paladin to win the award and the fourth
Furman tennis player to do so, joining Megan Dunigan ’02, Mary Neill
Hagood ’05 and Laura Gioia ’09. Arguello was also the Women’s Tennis
Player of the Year and the Furman Female Athlete of the Year.
A native of Lakeland, Fla., she finished the spring season on a
12-match winning streak and was ranked 67th nationally by the Intercollegiate Tennis Association, the highest ranking for any Southern
Conference player. She completed her four-year career with a 38-1 record
in league matches and was a four-time first-team all-conference selection.

She won 67 career singles matches,
the ninth-highest total in Furman history,
and was named the league’s Freshman
of the Year in 2008. She competed in
the 2011 NCAA championships, losing
in the Round of 64.
An education major, Arguello
was named to the 2011 Capital One
Academic All-District Team, the
Academic All-Conference Team and the ITA All-Academic Team.
Her service work extended to such causes as the Greenville Humane
Society, Relay for Life, St. Anthony’s Church and Furman’s Heller
Service Corps Fall Festival. She plans to earn a master’s degree and
become a child life specialist.

Club sports make noise on national scene

CASEY GIBSON

THANKS TO ANDY BAKER ’12,  the Furman
cycling team continues to earn national attention — and titles.
Baker, a history major from Easley, S.C.,
captured the USA Division II national collegiate
cycling road race championship May 6 in
Madison, Wis., outdistancing 78 other riders by
completing the 74-mile course in a time of three
hours, 18 minutes and 21 seconds.
Since Furman launched cycling as a club
sport in 2007, Furman riders have won two
national team time trial titles and two individual
championships. Chris Butler ’10 was the 2008
road race champion.
The Wisconsin course featured a number of
grueling hills. Baker took charge toward the end
and wound up winning by nearly five minutes.
His time was also three minutes faster than that
of the Division I champion.
“It’s a really hard course that was well-suited
to my abilities, and it just worked out really well,”
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said Baker, who finished fourth in the same
event in 2010. As the only rider from Furman
to compete, he scored enough points to give the
Paladins a 13th-place overall finish. He finished
fourth among individual riders.
Baker competes professionally for Bissell
Pro Cycling during the spring and summer.
THE CLUB BASEBALL TEAM also had the
chance to pursue a national title this spring
in the Division II Club Baseball World Series
in Johnstown, Pa.
The Paladins were the No. 3 seed after
winning the Division IV regional championship.
They wound up losing their two games in the
double-elimination national tournament, falling
to the University of Wisconsin, 14-5, and Texas
State University, 8-3, to complete the season with
a 16-5 record.
This was the first time the club team
qualified for post-season play.

WHEN KAVIS REED graduated from Furman
in 1995, the Canadian Football League didn’t
seem like a world away — and not because the
young Paladin cornerback was exceptionally
worldly. Quite the opposite, in fact; he had never
even heard of the Canadian Football League.
“An agent phoned and asked if I was
interested in pursuing [an opportunity to play
there], and I quickly ran to the library and
researched it. I did not know about the CFL,”
Reed said.
What he discovered was that America’s
neighbors to the north actually played something that didn’t involve skis or skates. More
importantly, they wanted to pay him to play
it with them. That fact alone prompted Reed
to start packing his bags, even though the
Georgetown, S.C., native scarcely knew more
about the country itself then he did about its
football league.
Reed laughs at the memory of seeing
Canadian license plates at Myrtle Beach when
he was a kid and assuming a fair number of the
tourists owned their own igloos. These days, he
could probably teach a class on the nation and
its football. His five-year CFL playing career
laid the groundwork for a coaching climb that
recently reached its zenith when he was named
head coach of the Edmonton Eskimos, perhaps
the proudest franchise in the league.
Reed returned to Edmonton after an
11-year CFL coaching journey that reads like
a retired couple’s road trip: Toronto, Ottawa,
Hamilton, Saskatchewan and Winnipeg. But
the Eskimos were the team that plucked him
from Furman and thrust him deep into the
heart of Alberta, due north of Montana and
about 2,350 driving miles from home. And
they have come to own his heart.
He could have wilted under the weight
of the culture shock 16 years ago, but Reed
embraced the opportunity to expand his world.

“I wasn’t afraid —
more curious as to what
it had in store for me. But
once that plane landed
and I started driving into
the city, I quickly realized
it was no different than an
American city, besides the
weather,” Reed says.
“I think most Ameri- Kavis Reed (right) meets the press with Eskimos’ general manager Eric Tillman.
cans would view Canada
if you can survive it’s a great place to be,”
as a homogenous society when in fact it’s made
Reed says without a trace of irony.
up of many different cultures. But you see how
No matter what the map says, however,
they’re woven together and even how the differFurman is never far from Reed’s thoughts. He
ent languages are not seen as negatives but as
says he follows Paladin football “religiously,” and
something that makes the country what it is.”
one of his few regrets was that he didn’t get to
Reed also adapted nicely to the CFL’s
see longtime equipment manager Spear Sedgley
larger field and pass-happy attacks, establishing
before Sedgley died last year. Reed is convinced
himself as one of Edmonton’s best players with
that new coach Bruce Fowler, his position coach
205 tackles and 20 interceptions (returning five
in college, can restore the Furman program
for touchdowns) over his five seasons. His play
to prominence.
earned him a tryout with the National Football
“Everyone up here teases me because I boast
League’s Kansas City Chiefs, but at the peak
about Furman,” says Reed, who earned his degree
of his game Reed’s career ended in terrifying
in biology. “I had a lot of visits in college and
fashion when a hit left him paralyzed and
I could have taken a lot of major Division I offers,
forced him to have two vertebrae surgically
but when I stepped on that campus I felt like
fused together.
I was at home. The way the people made you feel,
“As soon as I went down that night I knew
I was done,” he says. “It’s really a scary deal to not the pride in being a student — you carry that
with you wherever you go, that pride in saying
have any control of your limbs, and I had about
I’m a Furman graduate. You know you earned
30 minutes of not having any. For a month I was
that degree.”
very weak and could not stand up for more than
Fowler is not surprised by Reed’s accomplisha minute. It was not a good experience.”
ments. “I couldn’t be happier for him,” Fowler
Nonetheless, Reed never wavered from his
says. “It’s great for Furman to know that we have
desire to stay involved with the sport. Nor has
an alumnus out there in a position of tremendous
he wavered in his love of Canada. His wife,
leadership. He’s gone on to represent Furman on
Darlene, is Canadian, as are their children,
a large stage.”
Tyra and Tarik, and though the family recently
— RON WAGNER
bought a vacation home in Arizona, they live
in Edmonton full time.
The author, a 1993 graduate, is a freelance writer
“We usually enjoy seven months of winter.
in Hendersonville, N.C.
They are long, grueling and mentally taxing, but
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Reed finds gridiron success north of the border

Conference names Arguello Female Athlete of Year

Furman ALUMNI NEWS
CLASS NOTES, SUMMER 2011 ........................................................................................................................................................................

ALUMNI HAVE KEY ROLE TO PLAY IN HELPING FURMAN REACH ITS GOALS .......................................................................
IT ISN’T HARD TO NOTICE  the
excitement in the air on campus
these days. In just one year on
the job, President Rod Smolla has

Furman could have! By sharing our stories with pro-

Council for the Advancement and Support

spective students and their parents, we can personalize

of Education. At that time he taught at the

the Furman experience and provide the insight and
If we want Furman to continue to cultivate its
"

staff of Greenville’s Christ Church Episcopal

provider of non-bank cash advance

13 in memory of Ronald D. Lackey,

Beckley, W.Va., for the last seven years

in June as the associate for pastoral care.

services, has named James Ovenden

a former professor of religious studies,

and a highly successful high school coach

He was most recently rector of St. David’s

of Johns Island, S.C., its chief financial

dean of student affairs and chaplain

in the Beckley area in the 1980s and ’90s,

Episcopal Church in Columbia, S.C.

officer and executive vice president.

at the school. The university also presents

received the Beckley-Raleigh County

the Ronald D. Lackey Service Award each

Chamber of Commerce 2011 Community

78

year to the graduating senior who has

Service Award May 20 for his contributions

George “Chip” Tolleson has been

Carolina, a financial consulting business

excelled in service to the university and

to the lives of the area’s youth as a teacher

ordained as a Minister of Word and Sacra-

for middle market companies.

the community. Ron died in 1999.

and coach. He led Woodrow Wilson

ment and is pastor of Beulah Presbyterian

High to five state titles in the 1990s, and

Church in Monroe, N.C. His previous career

86

this year Mountain State advanced to

was in building materials.

THIS YEAR IS REUNION!

62

Since 2002 Jim has been the principal
consultant with CFO Solutions of South

Preston Smith has been appointed

Thomas Player of Atlanta is pursuing

and, since 2010, at Clemson.

a second career in sculpture. His work

Convention Center is named in his honor.

THIS YEAR IS REUNION!

Boy and Girl Choristers, an auditioned

Chad Hardy ’89, a financial advisor with Wells

is shown primarily at the Edward Dare

Cecily Bradford Morris (M.A. ’85)

chorus of 40 middle schoolers in New York

has become executive director of the

City sponsored by the Victor A. Perley

vision for the Furman of tomorrow.

young men and women who possess the potential to

a member of the executive committee of Furman’s

thrive in the Furman environment. If we are willing to

Young Benefactors group and served three terms

an opportunity to learn more about the university’s

accept this challenge, then we can serve as role models

on the board of the MANNA FoodBank.

developing strategic plan at the spring trustees

for the next generation of Furman alumni.

Jimmie Harley ’58, associate minister at Taylors
First Baptist Church in Greenville, where he recently

initiatives presented by President Smolla. It quickly

days, but our responsibility to the university and to the

served as interim pastor. Jimmie is a longtime

became apparent that he is passionate about academic

Furman community is greater than ever. I hope you

leader among South Carolina Baptists and has four

excellence and about engaging students’ minds and

will join your Alumni Association Board of Directors

children who attended Furman.

hearts to ensure that they achieve their full potential

in being the engaged, enthusiastic supporters Furman

as students, citizens and leaders.

needs us to be!

Tommy Marshall ’77, director of athletics at
Marist School in Atlanta. Tommy played football

The administration, faculty, students and staff

coach at Mountain State University in

Coastal Carolina University in Conway, S.C.,

Fargo Advisors in Asheville, N.C. Chad has been

"

Advance America, the country’s leading

in Conway, S.C., was dedicated February

music director and conductor of the Perley

we need to be vigilant in identifying and recruiting

Our roles may have changed since our student

The chapel at Coastal Carolina University

81

community while creating a strong

meeting, and I was impressed with the ambitious

85

Robert L. Chiles joined the ministerial

The basketball court at Beckley-Raleigh

special living/learning experience for undergraduates,

"

74

David Barksdale, an assistant basketball

Having retired from the practice of law,

and enthusiasm to the Furman

As the new president of the Alumni Board, I had

67

the NAIA national championship game.

University of Illinois. He has also taught at

understanding they can’t get from anyone else.

brought a new sense of energy

60

Gallery in Charleston, S.C. He has been

70

accepted as a Fellow in the Hambidge

Lloyd Linney has been promoted to

Greenwood-Lander Performing Arts Series

Foundation. He continues as organist and

Artist Residency Program, an artists’

professor in the School of Music at Stetson

in Greenwood, S.C. A former art teacher

director of music at the Church of the

retreat in North Georgia, and his work

University in DeLand, Fla.

in the Greenville and Abbeville County

Ascension, accompanist for New York

school districts and for the South Carolina

University’s voice department, and private

Department of Juvenile Justice, she served

piano teacher.

is included in the National Sculpture
Society Awards Exhibition at Brook-

73

green Gardens on Pawleys Island, S.C.,

Thomas B. “Bo” Carter has been named

as principal of McCormick Middle School

through October 31. Visit his website,

chair of the advisory board of directors and

for five years before leaving that position

87

www.tomplayersculpture.com.

chief development officer with ServisFirst

in 2009 to return to the classroom. She is

Mary Beth DeCredico Langley has

Bank Pensacola in Florida. Bo retired as

a past president and board member of the

been named an accounting analyst with

president of Bank of Pensacola/Coastal

Abbeville Opera House.

A.T. Locke, a Greenville firm. She has more

63
Bill Mackey retired May 31 as executive

Bank & Trust in 2010. He is a member and

during his undergraduate days. Before going to

director and treasurer of the Kentucky

past president of the Pensacola Downtown

82

than 20 years of experience in accounting
and financial analysis and is founder of a

will play a leading role in achieving these goals, but

SPEAKING OF THE ALUMNI BOARD, we have

Marist in 1996, he was an assistant football coach

Baptist Convention, which he had led

Rotary Club and was a member of the

Bryan Barnes, a shareholder and board

successful Web-based crafts business.

it is clear that the greater Furman community, and

welcomed eight new members for 2011–12. They are:

and assistant director of athletics at Furman.

since 1998. He received the Campbellsville

Pensacola Mayor Transition Team 2010.

member of Rogers Townsend & Thomas

Alan E. Thomas was one of 13

specifically our alumni, can also play a pivotal role

"

in the university’s continued success.
Alumni often reflect on the Furman “experience,”
which evokes many fond memories of our college
years. But sometimes, it is difficult to put our experi-

"

Leon Smith ’61, a Baptist minister from

University Leadership Award at the univer-

He is a past appointee of the Escambia

in Columbia, S.C., has been invited to join

pediatricians nominated by his fellow

Kernersville, N.C. Leon holds a doctorate from

sity’s May Commencement, where he was

County Investment Advisory Board and

the International Association of Defense

physicians to the 2010–11 New Jersey

is a law clerk with the U.S. District Court and has

Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary. He is

the speaker.

a member of the Naval Aviation Foundation

Counsel, a professional association for the

Top Doctors list published in New Jersey

Finance Committee.

world’s leading corporate and insurance

Monthly magazine. Alan practices at

On June 4, Kenneth L. Shigley was

defense lawyers.

Summit Medical Group in Berkeley Heights.

ADOPTION: Andy and Leslie Stevens

John S. West has been appointed

Kevin R. Bryant ’85, a Greenville businessman.
resident managing director of Aon Risk South
Inc., a provider of risk management services,

with others.

insurance and reinsurance brokerage, and human

One of Furman’s strategic initiatives is to increase
"

Baptist State Convention Presidents.

J.L. “Bud” Alley, Jr., of Brentwood,

George Short ’54, a retired Greenville accountant.

Tenn., recently earned a master’s degree

member State Bar of Georgia and

Bulluck, a daughter, Lydia Virginia Linmei

managing partner at Troutman Sanders in

George, who worked with Cherry, Bekaert &

in history from Middle Tennessee State

appointed to the state’s Criminal Justice

Bulluck, born January 27, 2010; adopted

Richmond, Va. He has been a partner at the

Holland, is a life member of the Furman Advisory

University.

Reform Council. His law practice in Atlanta

February 22, 2011, from Hubei Province,

law firm since 2001 and is deputy group

focuses on commercial truck and bus

China. The family lives in Glencoe, Ill.

leader of the white collar and government

O. Vernon Burton ’69, professor of history and

He is active in Presbyterian church work.

to become involved.

An acclaimed scholar and Pulitzer Prize nominee,
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"

64

installed as president of the 42,000-

Council and a dedicated community volunteer.

director of the Cyberinstitute at Clemson University.

efforts because we are some of the best recruiters

Convention and of the Association of Southern

capital consulting.

and in the coming months you will hear about ways
However, all of us can support our recruitment

a former president of the North Carolina Baptist

Kevin, who played basketball at Furman, is the

to challenge each of us to share our Furman stories

Alumni Board will be working to support this goal,

"

A graduate of Mercer University Law School, Tracy
been active with Furman’s Mock Trial program.

ences into words. Nonetheless, I feel compelled

the quality and diversity of the student body. The

Tracy Hulsey Bond ’90, a Greenville attorney.

— CHRIS BROWN

he was selected the 1999 national teacher of the

The author, a member of the Class of ’89, is an

year for research and doctoral universities by the

attorney in Greenville.

accident litigation.

investigations practice.
BIRTHS: Patrick and Christine Schneider

Purcell, twins, a daughter, Avery Grace,
and a son, Connor Patrick, April 30, West
Long Branch, N.J.
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2011–12 ALUMNI BOARD OF DIRECTORS
J. Chris Brown ’89, president; Leslie L. Smith ’91, president-elect; Rebecca

BIRTH: Ligon and Julie Ann Stuart

BIRTHS: George and Kristina Koldoff

Jason W. Searl, an attorney with the

Joey Espinosa recently accepted a job

Cornel Broenner and Jennifer Lentini,

Kristin Stultz was awarded her Ph.D.

Williams, a daughter, Joy Lila, January 29,

Christy, a daughter, Bernice Catherine,

Orlando (Fla.) office of Gray Robinson,

with the newly launched Boys & Girls Club

a daughter, Juliette Sophie, October 5.

in theatre from the University of Georgia

Pensacola, Fla.

April 27. They live in Atlanta, where they

P.A., has been appointed to serve on the

in Allendale, S.C. The club provides after-

They live in the suburbs of St. Louis, Mo.,

in May. She lives in Greenville and will

work for Turner Broadcasting.

2011 Orange County Redistricting Advisory

school programming and all-day summer

where Jennifer has an integrative medicine

teach theatre courses at Furman this fall.

Thomas and Melissa Morgan Kelley,

Committee, which is working to redraw the

camp for children who live in Allendale

practice.

MARRIAGE: Robin Travis Doermann

County, a rural and under-resourced region

Mark and Melissa Normington,

and Elizabeth Walker Howson, June 4.

Ann Armacost ’89, vice president; Clare Folio Morris ’83, past president;

93

Lynn Neely Bailey ’78; N. Staten Bitting, Jr. ’75; Frank W. Blackwell ’90; Sidney

Craig McCoy recently assumed duties

a son, Lucas James, January 7. They live

commission district lines for Orange County

R. Bland ’59; Tracy Hulsey Bond ’90; Kevin R. Bryant ’85; O. Vernon Burton ’69;

as chief executive officer of Emory Johns

in Decatur, Ga.

based upon the population data gathered

of the state.

a daughter, Caitlin Elizabeth, August 2,

They live in Charlotte, N.C.

Mary Lou Walch Cagle ’69; Paul D. Goebel ’63; Michael L. Guynn ’91; Charles

Creek Hospital near Atlanta. He previously

Alex and Meredith Levesque Pit, twins,

from the 2010 Census.

Autumn Veazey has joined the staff of

2010, Greenville.

BIRTHS: Matt and Sarah Blosser

D. Hardy ’89; Jimmie E. Harley ’58; Shannon Scruby Henderson ’75; Gail Laible

was CEO of Paradise Valley Hospital in

a son, Aaron Jacob, and a daughter, Ella

Hughes ’83; Gwinn Earle Kneeland ’89; C. Todd Malo ’95; Thomas A. Marshall

Phoenix, Ariz.

Grace, November 9, Irvine, Scotland.

98

99
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of the Appalachian Mountains. He has
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Andy ’03 and Katie Anderton Kidd,

Paul S. Landis and Susan Elizabeth

published a manuscript in the Journal

Darryl and Lianna Scharff Crawford,

Craig Hunter recently became a senior

and Carlyn Hayden, April 30. They live

a daughter, Emily Douglas Kidd, February

Sellers, May 14. Paul is a clerk with the

of Geomorphology and is a two-time

a daughter, Leilani McKayla, July 29, 2010.

research scientist in Eli Lilly’s Global Health

in Washington, D.C., where Chris is

18, Jacksonville, Fla.
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Josh and Natalie Patterson, a son,
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Matt and Anne Haddow Freeman,
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Emory Jones Patterson, March 25. Josh

Slingerland, May 22, 2010. They live in

Mary Elizabeth Thompson received

a son, Wilson Gage, November 7. They

Christen Cullum and Steve Hairston,

is an assistant principal at Boiling Springs

Seattle, Wash. Lauren earned a Master of

her Doctor of Musical Arts degree in flute

live in Atlanta.

June 4. Christen, formerly a member

Intermediate School in Spartanburg (S.C.)

Divinity degree from Columbia Theological

performance from the University of Kansas

David and Sara Clark Perry, a son,

of the Admission staff at Furman, is

School District 2.

Seminary and is seeking a call to the

in May. She has accepted a Fulbright grant

John Carter, April 7, Charleston, S.C.

planned to open a practice in Hampton,

completing her Ph.D. in the educational

Justin and Brandy Englert Price, a son,

ordained ministry with Foothills Presbytery.

for the 2011–12 academic year to conduct

Rex ’04 and Becca Weinert

Va., in August.

policy, planning, and leadership higher

Ellison John, March 16, Charleston, S.C.

Stephen is an account executive for market

postdoctoral research in Mexico City on

Springfield, a daughter, Lucy Claire,

development with FedEx.

contemporary Mexican music for flute.

February 21. Rex works in management

Outcomes group in Indianapolis, Ind.
MARRIAGE: Jason Wilson and Mary

ALUM UPDATE:
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
TAPS SAULS

Beth Bembry, April 9. Having completed his
fellowship in surgical oncology at Roswell
Park Cancer Institute in Buffalo, N.Y., Jason

STACY F. SAULS ’77, bishop of the

BIRTHS: Keith ’99 and Alish Hostetler

education program at the College of

Robert and Shealy Boland Reibold,

diocese of Lexington, Ky., has been

Clairmont, a daughter, Madison Ada,

William & Mary in Williamsburg, Va.

a daughter, Sadie Katherine, May 23.

Mary Frances Snodgrass and Eric

MARRIAGE: Whitney Leigh Marcum

for General Produce in Atlanta. Becca

Steve is senior assistant dean of admission

They live in Columbia, S.C.

Christiansen, July 10, 2010. They live

and Justin Patrick Holofchak, August 7,

is a special education teacher.

Travis and Natalie Muro ’02 Filar, a

at the University of Richmond.

Rodrick Antonio Elkins and Rebecca

in Sandy Springs, Ga.

2010. They live in Charlotte, N.C.

son, Luke Jonathan, June 3, Durham, N.C.

Townes Johnson and Marshall Legh

Rush, a son, Rodrick Antonio Rush

BIRTHS: Wes and Betsy Hubbard

Turnbull, May 7. Townes is an attorney

Elkins II, September 5, 2010. Rebecca

Vance, a daughter, Hannah Kathryn,
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in Greenville.

became an international manager with

September 24, 2010. They live in Chicago.

Ashley Ginn lives in Charlotte, N.C.,

Christy Campbell manages the

BIRTHS: Sean and Mary Tyson Davis

HSBC Bank in London, England, in July.

Wes is vice president of investment-only

where she has been named director

corporate affairs of Shift360, which

Bradshaw, twins, a son, Davis Holden,

Andy and Christina Valkanoff,

sales with Oppenheimer Funds.

of marketing for the South Region of

provides financial and advocacy services

and a daughter, Sadie Paige, December 14,

a daughter, Addison Marie, March 22,

Rob ’01 and Amanda Brackett

Carolinas HealthCare System.

for investment-ready social businesses
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Warren, a daughter, Camille Lee,

Ryland Gore graduated cum laude from

in collaboration with governments,

March 28. They live in Greenville.

Morehouse School of Medicine in Atlanta

businesses, private philanthropists and

this spring and has begun a general surgery

other organizations. Based in Phnom Penh,

residency at Rush University Medical

Cambodia, Shift360 aims to promote social

named chief operating officer for the Episcopal Church. He begins
his new duties September 1.
Sauls, whose work was profiled in the Winter 2007 issue of
Furman magazine, will oversee the staff of the Episcopal Church
Center in New York, as well as offices in Washington, D.C., Los
Angeles, Seattle, Puerto Rico and elsewhere. He will coordinate the
work of the church’s mission program, communications, finances
and administration, and will assist presiding bishop Katharine Jefferts

September 5, 2010, Atlanta.

Jon ’99 and Liz Elgar Kendall, a son,
Luke Murphy, October 20, Marietta, Ga.

Larry and Tamiah Kerns, a daughter,
Ava Camryn, May 24. They live in Simpsonville, S.C.

Schori in her role as the president and chief executive officer of the

Patrick and Allison Stack Nugent,

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, the church’s corporate

a son, Owen George, August 13, 2010.

The Lexington diocese where Sauls became bishop in 2000
included 14 of the 100 poorest counties in the United States. He
was credited with addressing the issues and needs of the poor,
especially in Appalachia, through education, healthcare, youth
work and housing initiatives. Under his leadership a Reading Camp
program was established to help children from Appalachia in need
of intensive remedial reading work. The program has since been
implemented in other areas of the United States, as well as South
Africa and Liberia.
After earning his Furman degree, Sauls completed law school
at the University of Virginia and worked as a corporate lawyer,
most notably with the law department of Delta Air Lines. He later
graduated from General Theological Seminary in New York and was
ordained a priest in 1989.
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Student Body Student of the Year for

Samantha Smith received her Master

Kathleen McKinney lives in London,

excellence and achievement in the insur-

her service to the student body and

of Education degree from the University

England, and is a graduate intern in the

ance and financial services field. Peter

community. She is now at the University

of St. Thomas in Houston, Texas, and has

textile department at Christie’s, the fine

works with National Financial Services

of Chicago continuing her training to

accepted an elementary teaching position

art auctioneer company.

Group.

become an otolaryngologist.

at the American International School of

Brent Trapana has been named 2011–12
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Courtney Stewardson has been named

Nova Southeastern University Law Center
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World” in the journal Energy Policy. Having

assistant volleyball coach at Furman.
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Jason Williams has been elected

degree from the Yale University School of

coach at Radford University in Virginia and
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Medical Association chapter at the
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Megan Barnes has joined the law office

Forestry & Environmental Studies, he has

of Bass, Berry & Sims PLC in Memphis,

begun a doctoral program at the Fletcher

Tenn., in the firm’s corporate and securities

School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts

practice. She earned her law degree magna

University in Medford, Mass.

cum laude from Wake Forest University.

Abby Sprau completed a master’s degree

Emmanuel Chandler earned his Doctor

in international policy at Florida State

of Medicine degree from the Medical

University and is now working in South

University of South Carolina in Charleston

Africa with the Peace Corps.

and will complete his residency in pediatrics

MARRIAGES: Elizabeth Fulmer and

at MUSC’s Children’s Hospital.

Charles Devin Eakes, Jr., December 18.

BELCHER NAMED WESTERN CAROLINA CHANCELLOR; NEWMAN RETIRES AT SHORTER .............................
DAVID O. BELCHER, a 1979 Furman graduate who had been provost and

WHEN HAROLD NEWMAN retired as president of Shorter University

vice chancellor for academic affairs at the University of Arkansas-Little Rock,

May 31, he left a legacy of service and accomplishment.

became chancellor of Western Carolina University in Cullowhee, N.C., on
July 1. He succeeded John W. Bardo, who retired after 16 years at WCU.
In announcing the appointment, Tom Ross, president of the University
of North Carolina system, said that Belcher “brings to the task more than

Newman, a 1965 Furman graduate, was known for his vision and
commitment on the campus in Rome, Ga., where he was a teacher and
administrator for 26 years, the last six as president. Under his leadership, the
Southern Baptist institution achieved university status, created a number of

two decades of academic

new programs, weathered the recent

and leadership experience

economic upheaval and stabilized its

at highly respected public

finances, and boosted enrollment.

Medical University of South Carolina

universities. He has proven

MARRIAGES: Elizabeth Goss and

in Charleston. SNMA is a student-run

to be an energetic and

board, said Newman “peerlessly served

Matt Kuhn, May 28. Elizabeth is a staff

organization focused on the needs and

effective leader who

Shorter through a new ‘golden age’ of

concerns of medical students of color.

encourages strategic

academic, spiritual, physical and athletic

MARRIAGES: Blair Bouknight and

thinking, promotes

advancement . . . while serving the total

Brett Boyle Brading, March 26.

collaboration and inclu-

communities of Rome and Floyd County

and accepted an associate position with

They live in Greenville. Blair teaches at

siveness, and makes student

in many community enterprises.”

the Jones Day firm in Washington, D.C.

Woodland Elementary School, and Brett

success a university-wide

Lauren Hyland and Garrett Schneider

is employed by The Parker Company.

responsibility.”

of Delaware.

assistant for former Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld. Matt recently graduated
from Columbia University School of Law

Nelson Price, chair of Shorter’s

After earning his Furman degree
in music, Newman completed a Master

Daniella Fergusson graduated from

Elizabeth earned a Doctor of Dental

’09, May 29. They live in Neptune Beach,

Evan Dingle and Jodi Schneidewind,

the University of British Columbia in 2010

Medicine degree from the Medical

Fla. Garrett is employed by Acosta, and

May 14. Both are medical students at the

S.C., Belcher earned his

performance at Southern Baptist

with a Master of Arts degree in planning.

University of South Carolina in Charleston

Lauren works for Johnson & Johnson.

University of South Carolina in Columbia.

Furman degree in piano

Theological Seminary and a Doctor

She is planning assistant at HB Lanarc,

and is pursuing her residency there, with

BIRTH: Josh and Meggie Eisen-

a Vancouver-based planning, landscape

a specialty in orthodontics. Devin is an

Berkeley Simmons, a son, Grayson

10

architecture and sustainability consulting

investigator for the U.S. Department of

Michael, June 6. They live in Brooklyn, N.Y.

Ashley Baker has been promoted to

firm.

Transportation Federal Motor Carrier Safety

Austin Holmes has earned a Master

Administration.

09

of International Business Administration

Mary Ellen Suitt and Brian Montgomery

Abby Elsener has been hired as

MARRIAGES: Christian Ayers and

degree from Nova Southeastern University

Barnwell, March 26. They live in Columbia,

communications associate with Cristofoli-

Becca Foehring, May 28. They live in

in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

S.C., where she is a health and wellness

Keeling, Inc., a marketing communications

Memphis, Tenn., where Christian attends

Jennifer Jenkins graduated from Purdue

coordinator for Colonial Life Insurance

firm in Cincinnati, Ohio. She has been

law school at the University of Memphis.

University School of Veterinary Medicine

Company and he is an associate with

an international student advisor at the

Pia Marie Louise Landis and Samuel

and is licensed to practice in Florida and

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough law

ELS Language Center in Cincinnati and is

Wyatt Chocklett, May 21. They live in

Indiana. She is practicing small-animal

firm.

co-author of Seed to Table, a cookbook

Nashville, Tenn.

medicine in the Jacksonville, Fla., area.

BIRTH: Paris and Jennifer Ward

focused on organic and urban micro-

Mary Lashbrook Matthews (M.A.)

Kathryn Melton graduated from the

Cornwell, a son, Desmond Michael,

physician assistant program at St. Louis

November 29, Knoxville, Tenn. Jennifer

University in December and is practicing

earned a Master of Public Health degree

family medicine in Charlotte, N.C.

from the University of Tennessee and works

Lois Montague graduated in the top

as executive director of Bridge Refugee

15 percent of her class from the University

Services, Inc.

of Mississippi Medical Center School of

farming and developed as a fundraiser
for Abalimi Bezekhaya, an agriculture and

account executive at Jeff Dezen Public
Relations in Greenville.

and Grady Siler Patterson IV, April 16.
She is a teacher in Greenville County

A native of Barnwell,

performance. He went on
to attain a master’s degree

of Church Music degree in piano

David Belcher (left) and Harold Newman were both music majors at Furman.

of Tennessee. He taught at North

at the University of Michigan and a doctorate at the University of Rochester’s

Greenville College (now University) and at Andrew College before moving

Eastman School of Music.

to Shorter as provost in 1985.

He began his academic career in 1988 at Missouri State University, where

In an interview with the Rome News-Tribune, Newman cited a number

he was coordinator of keyboard studies and dean of the College of Arts and

of highlights from his years at the school, including:

Letters. He moved to Arkansas-Little Rock in 2003.

"

Belcher’s wife, Susan, is a talented vocalist who taught at UALR.

"

In a meeting with Western Carolina faculty and staff in April, Belcher
credited the chancellor at UALR, Joel Anderson, with providing him “leadership

Creation of a program for adult students, which now has 2,000 enrolled,
Development of an international studies program which today takes
students to six continents, and expansion of the athletics program

chairing the institution’s NCAA recertification effort, and responsibility for
campus-wide strategic planning.

Transition to university status, completed in 2010.
and a nursing program.

"

opportunities that most provosts don’t get to have” — including fundraising,

to 21 teams.
"

He also pointed to his upbringing as the son of a minister and a teacher

Recognition among top college guides as a “best value” and leading
Southeastern baccalaureate college.

"

and he is controller for Titan Real Estate

as key factors in his career choices. “My parents made me as a kid get up

Investment Group.

in front of people and speak in public,” he said. “They have a passion for

Rob Mitchell and Katie White,

education. They have a passion for high standards. They have a passion

a communications assistant with Spoleto

May 21. Both are graduate students

for a fundamental commitment to other people. Those things undergirded

a strong academic school that also celebrates a strong program of athletics

Festival USA, received a Master of Public

at the University of Kentucky in Lexington.

my childhood and teenage years.”

and is poised for a bright future. I hope they think of me as someone who has

environmental action association in South
Africa.

Jade Lawson of Charleston, S.C.,

Medicine May 27. She was inducted into

08

Administration degree from the College

She is in law school, and he is pursuing

Alpha Omega Alpha, Phi Kappa Phi and

Gordon Hicken is an instructor

of Charleston. She also earned a Certificate

a Master of Music Education degree.

Gold Humanism honor societies. As a

of percussion at Chipola College and

in Arts Management.

senior she edited the school’s monthly

a graduate teaching assistant at Florida

The Belcher children have endowed an organ recital series at Furman in honor

newsletter and was selected Associated

State University in Tallahassee.

of their parents.
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of Education degree at the University

Belcher comes from a loyal Furman family. His parents, Posey and
Jean Orr Belcher, graduated in 1954 and 1953, respectively, and his siblings
are Philip ’82, Elizabeth Belcher Mixon ’87 and Miriam Belcher Ponder ’91.

"

Launch of an 18,000-square-foot library expansion.
Growth of the student body from 900 to 1,500 students.
Newman told the newspaper, “I hope [Shorter] will be remembered as

integrity personally and professionally . . . [who is] committed to the university
and making it the best I can.”
Donald Dowless, former vice president for academics at North Greenville
University, succeeds Newman as president.
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new programs, weathered the recent

and leadership experience

economic upheaval and stabilized its

at highly respected public

finances, and boosted enrollment.

Medical University of South Carolina

universities. He has proven

MARRIAGES: Elizabeth Goss and

in Charleston. SNMA is a student-run

to be an energetic and

board, said Newman “peerlessly served

Matt Kuhn, May 28. Elizabeth is a staff

organization focused on the needs and

effective leader who

Shorter through a new ‘golden age’ of

concerns of medical students of color.

encourages strategic

academic, spiritual, physical and athletic

MARRIAGES: Blair Bouknight and

thinking, promotes

advancement . . . while serving the total

Brett Boyle Brading, March 26.

collaboration and inclu-

communities of Rome and Floyd County

and accepted an associate position with

They live in Greenville. Blair teaches at

siveness, and makes student

in many community enterprises.”

the Jones Day firm in Washington, D.C.

Woodland Elementary School, and Brett

success a university-wide

Lauren Hyland and Garrett Schneider

is employed by The Parker Company.

responsibility.”

of Delaware.

assistant for former Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld. Matt recently graduated
from Columbia University School of Law

Nelson Price, chair of Shorter’s

After earning his Furman degree
in music, Newman completed a Master

Daniella Fergusson graduated from

Elizabeth earned a Doctor of Dental

’09, May 29. They live in Neptune Beach,

Evan Dingle and Jodi Schneidewind,

the University of British Columbia in 2010

Medicine degree from the Medical

Fla. Garrett is employed by Acosta, and

May 14. Both are medical students at the

S.C., Belcher earned his

performance at Southern Baptist

with a Master of Arts degree in planning.

University of South Carolina in Charleston

Lauren works for Johnson & Johnson.

University of South Carolina in Columbia.

Furman degree in piano

Theological Seminary and a Doctor

She is planning assistant at HB Lanarc,

and is pursuing her residency there, with

BIRTH: Josh and Meggie Eisen-

a Vancouver-based planning, landscape

a specialty in orthodontics. Devin is an

Berkeley Simmons, a son, Grayson

10

architecture and sustainability consulting

investigator for the U.S. Department of

Michael, June 6. They live in Brooklyn, N.Y.

Ashley Baker has been promoted to

firm.

Transportation Federal Motor Carrier Safety

Austin Holmes has earned a Master

Administration.

09

of International Business Administration
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of Mississippi Medical Center School of

farming and developed as a fundraiser
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account executive at Jeff Dezen Public
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and Grady Siler Patterson IV, April 16.
She is a teacher in Greenville County

A native of Barnwell,

performance. He went on
to attain a master’s degree

of Church Music degree in piano

David Belcher (left) and Harold Newman were both music majors at Furman.

of Tennessee. He taught at North

at the University of Michigan and a doctorate at the University of Rochester’s

Greenville College (now University) and at Andrew College before moving

Eastman School of Music.

to Shorter as provost in 1985.
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Letters. He moved to Arkansas-Little Rock in 2003.

"

Belcher’s wife, Susan, is a talented vocalist who taught at UALR.

"

In a meeting with Western Carolina faculty and staff in April, Belcher
credited the chancellor at UALR, Joel Anderson, with providing him “leadership

Creation of a program for adult students, which now has 2,000 enrolled,
Development of an international studies program which today takes
students to six continents, and expansion of the athletics program

chairing the institution’s NCAA recertification effort, and responsibility for
campus-wide strategic planning.

Transition to university status, completed in 2010.
and a nursing program.

"

opportunities that most provosts don’t get to have” — including fundraising,

to 21 teams.
"

He also pointed to his upbringing as the son of a minister and a teacher

Recognition among top college guides as a “best value” and leading
Southeastern baccalaureate college.

"

and he is controller for Titan Real Estate

as key factors in his career choices. “My parents made me as a kid get up

Investment Group.

in front of people and speak in public,” he said. “They have a passion for

Rob Mitchell and Katie White,

education. They have a passion for high standards. They have a passion

a communications assistant with Spoleto

May 21. Both are graduate students
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a strong academic school that also celebrates a strong program of athletics

Festival USA, received a Master of Public

at the University of Kentucky in Lexington.

my childhood and teenage years.”

and is poised for a bright future. I hope they think of me as someone who has

environmental action association in South
Africa.

Jade Lawson of Charleston, S.C.,

Medicine May 27. She was inducted into

08

Administration degree from the College

She is in law school, and he is pursuing

Alpha Omega Alpha, Phi Kappa Phi and

Gordon Hicken is an instructor

of Charleston. She also earned a Certificate

a Master of Music Education degree.

Gold Humanism honor societies. As a

of percussion at Chipola College and

in Arts Management.

senior she edited the school’s monthly

a graduate teaching assistant at Florida

The Belcher children have endowed an organ recital series at Furman in honor

newsletter and was selected Associated

State University in Tallahassee.

of their parents.

48 FURMAN | SUMMER 2011

of Education degree at the University

Belcher comes from a loyal Furman family. His parents, Posey and
Jean Orr Belcher, graduated in 1954 and 1953, respectively, and his siblings
are Philip ’82, Elizabeth Belcher Mixon ’87 and Miriam Belcher Ponder ’91.

"

Launch of an 18,000-square-foot library expansion.
Growth of the student body from 900 to 1,500 students.
Newman told the newspaper, “I hope [Shorter] will be remembered as

integrity personally and professionally . . . [who is] committed to the university
and making it the best I can.”
Donald Dowless, former vice president for academics at North Greenville
University, succeeds Newman as president.
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after 35 years as an instructor in the

Lou Frances Coleman Lide ’33, March

of Easley, Forrest Oil Company of Travelers

religion department. He also served as

18, Newberry, S.C. She taught in the

Rest, and Coker’s Supermarket of

director of the Baptist Student Union

Newberry County public schools for more

Moonville.

for 25 years and was interim pastor in

International Affairs Fellowship. The fellowship, awarded to 15 young

than 30 years.

Mattie Garrison Andrews ’40,

a number of churches in upstate South

people nationwide, supports outstanding seniors and recent graduates

Mary Robert Thornwell Stewart

May 22, Fountain Inn, S.C. She taught

Carolina.

who are interested in a career in the U.S. Foreign Service.

Kagin ’35, March 24, Minneapolis, Minn.

in elementary schools in Fork Shoals

Marion Hunt Sprecher ’43, June 12,

Before moving to Minneapolis she lived

and Fountain Inn and retired from the

Catonsville, Md. She was a longtime

managed by the Ralph J. Bunche International Affairs Center at Howard

in Louisville, Ky., where she was president

Greenville County School District with 39

employee of the Baltimore County School

University. It will provide approximately $90,000 in benefits over two

of Episcopal Church Women at Calvary

years of service. She was a member of

System, where she was a librarian in

years to support Parrish’s pursuit of a master’s degree in international

Episcopal Church. She was active in

the South Carolina Education Association

several elementary schools.

affairs at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University

the American Association of University

and a volunteer at the Hillcrest Hospital

Frank Edward Krupicka ’44, March

in Boston.

Women, Colonial Dames XVII, Daughters

Auxiliary.

11, Port Charlotte, Fla. He served in the

of the American Revolution, and United

Annie Elizabeth Farish Cates ’40,

U.S. Army Air Force during World War II

U.S. House of Representatives Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Asia and

Daughters of the Confederacy.

August 9, 2010, Burlington, N.C. During

and attained the rank of captain. He was

the Pacific. In the summer of 2012, the State Department will send her

John P. Faris ’37, May 4, Laurens, S.C.

World War II she worked at the Burlington

founder and owner of the Stamford Dental

overseas to work in a U.S. embassy to get hands-on experience with foreign

In 1939 he became superintendent of the

News-Times. She and her husband later

Laboratory, from which he retired in 1980.

Watts Plant of J.P. Stevens Company and

ran a loan business.

Nancy Willis Massey ’44, April 14,

remained in that position until he resigned

Hope Sims McCleskey ’40, May 15,

Gastonia, N.C. She taught in the Charlotte

to join the Navy. He went on to serve in

Greenville. She retired after 27 years

and Greenville, N.C., schools, and taught

both the Atlantic and Pacific theatres and

of teaching in Greenville County, 25

adult basic education at Gaston College.

was awarded the Purple Heart. He returned

of them at Augusta Circle Elementary.

Dorothy Felkel Truluck ’44, March

to Laurens after the war and became vice

Following retirement, she volunteered at

29, Darlington, S.C. She was a substitute

president of Laurens Glass and executive

the Children’s Hospital of the Greenville

teacher and worked as an elementary

In case you haven’t done so yet, join the more than 84,000 people (as of late July) who

vice president of Indian Head Glass

Hospital System. She was a member of

school secretary. Later she became the first

have visited YouTube to watch the Furman Flash Mob, recorded in Greenville’s Falls

Container Group. He was active in the

the Crescent Community Club and Delta

secretary at Florence-Darlington Technical

Park April 30. For those over 30 years old, flash mobs occur when a group of people

Laurens Rotary Club, serving as president,

Kappa Gamma, an honor society for

College. After many years in education,

suddenly appear in public, perform a dance or song or other group activity, then quickly

district governor, a Paul Harris Fellow, and

women in education.

she retired from the Department of Social

disappear. In this case, more than 200 Furman students learned (or sort of learned)

a member of the Heritage and History

Frances Thompson Balentine ’41,

Services. She was instrumental in founding

Tsinghua University in Beijing through the University of California’s Inter-

a dance, coordinated by Dan Weidenbenner and Julianna Battenfield, both members

International Fellowship. A strong advocate

May 27, Greenville. Active in church and

the Lord Cares Ministry.

University Program. In addition, she worked as an English research assistant

of the Class of ’11. Then they rocked the park and entertained amused onlookers to

for the Boy Scouts, he was president of the

civic affairs, she was a member of the

Vergil Leon Hudson ’45, April 12,

at Tsinghua and interned at Groupon International.

Cee Lo Green’s “Forget You” (the family friendly version). President Rod Smolla and

Blue Ridge Council and a representative to

Clarice Wilson Garden Club and Greenville

2010, Chesapeake, Va. He graduated from

the Paladin mascot even contributed a freestyle riff. Enjoy the fun by scanning the

the National Office, and he received the

Woman’s Club.

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and

attached code with your smartphone or clicking the link at www.furman.edu.

Silver Beaver and Good Shepherd awards.

Margaret Skinner Farrell ’41, March

served many years in the ministry.

RACHAEL PARRISH ’09 has received a prestigious Charles B. Rangel

The fellowship is funded by the U.S. Department of State and

As part of the Rangel Program, Parrish worked this summer for the

policy and the work of the Foreign Service. Upon graduation she will
become a U.S. diplomat.
Parrish, who is from Cobden, Ill., earned her Furman degrees in
political science and Asian Studies. She was active with FUSAB (Furman
University Student Activities Board), Chi Omega sorority, and the Riley
Institute advance team.
In the summer of 2009 she studied Mandarin at China’s Soochow
University with support from the State Department’s Critical Language
Scholarship. She also worked as a fellow at the U.S.-China Economic and
Security Review Commission in Washington, D.C.
She recently finished an intensive Mandarin language program at

11
Virginia Batts was awarded a Compton

sustainability, peace and conflict resolution,

Mentor Fellowship for 2011–12. The award

population and reproductive health, and

provides $30,000 to support a project

climate change and energy policy.

that addresses water scarcity in the rural

David Hottel interned this summer

region of Sangamner, Maharashtra, India,

with Crawford Strategy, a marketing

northeast of Mumbai. The fellowships

and public relations firm in Greenville.

have been awarded since 2002 to recent

Lacey Ruff is employed in the sales

graduates from select schools to pursue

department of WYFF-TV 4, the NBC

projects in the fields of environment and

affiliate in Greenville.
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He was a life member of Palmetto Lodge

15, 2010, Acton, Maine.

Curtis L. Ivey ’45, January 28, New

19, a 32nd degree Scottish Rites Mason,

Herbert Clifford Penn ’41, September

London, N.H. His business interests

and a member of the Class of 2009 Laurens

15, 2010, Bay Minette, Ala. He was a

included real estate development, hotels,

Stephen Ellis Julian ’45, November

Stella Cockerill Barnett ’46, June 9,

Harold Lee Moore ’47, May 31, Warner

County Hall of Heroes. He served as chair

retired teacher and football coach at

restaurants, insurance and nursing homes.

10, Port Saint John, Fla. He was a Baptist

Charleston, S.C. She was an educator for

Robins, Ga. He graduated from Southern

of the Furman board of trustees, trustee of

Mitchell County High School in Camilla,

He was president and CEO of Medic-Shield

minister who led churches in South

more than 40 years and was retired from

Baptist Theological Seminary and was

the Kennedy Foundation, director of the

Ga. He served with the Army Air Corps

Nursing Centers, Inc., headquartered in

Carolina, Texas and Florida. He also served

Porter-Gaud School.

pastor of churches in South Carolina and

Laurens County Foundation, and president

during World War II.

Colorado; Huck Industries of Greenwich,

as director of missions in Marathon, Fla.

Virgil S. Davis ’47, March 16, Atlanta.

Kentucky while he was a student. He later

of the Laurens Chamber of Commerce.

Margaret Kelsey Greer ’43, May 21,

Conn.; and Curtis L. Ivey, Inc., a real

Jean Witherspoon Mimnaugh ’45,

He was a Baptist minister and a professor

served First Baptist Church of Hazlehurst,

Mary Edna Coker Bush ’39, May 30,

2010, Dublin, Ohio. She was head of the

estate development firm in Greenwich. He

March 25, Clinton, S.C. She was a charter

of history at Mobile College (now Univer-

Ga., for five years and First Baptist Church

Easley, S.C. She was an assistant actuary

garden section of the Woman’s Club of

served on corporate and civic boards in

member of the Clinton Cotillion Club

sity of Mobile) in Alabama for more than

of Warner Robins from 1956 until his

with the U.S. Department of Agriculture

White Plains.

Connecticut, Florida, New Hampshire and

and served as its secretary, coordinator

20 years.

retirement in 1980. In retirement he was

in Washington, D.C., and later taught at

Wade Hampton Hale ’43, April

Maine. A captain in the U.S. Marine Corps

of debutante presentation, and chair

Dacusville, Parker and Easley high schools.

24, Greenville. He retired from North

and a decorated war hero, he saw service

of the 1975 Debutante Ball. She was

She was owner of three upstate South

Greenville Junior College (now University)

in the Pacific during World War II.

an avid bridge player.

active in the Rehoboth Baptist Association.
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Carolyn Carter Looper Ash ’48, May
1, Easley, S.C. She was a chemist at Union

North Carolina. In 1975 he preached the

a dental degree from the Medical College
of Virginia.

convention sermon at the Florida Baptist
State Convention annual meeting. He

the Korean War.

Henry Gordon Drummond ’52, June 4,

in seven different South Carolina towns.

was executive director of United Christian

Harold Peter Boiter ’50, March 27,

Greenville. He was retired from Greenville

Action in Florida from 1979 until 1990 and

Barnwell, S.C. He spent three years in

Technical College and also worked as a

spent the last years of his full-time ministry

military service, rising to the rank of first

business manager with the YMCA. He
served in the U.S. Army during World
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South Carolina is named in his honor.
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volunteer and an avid gardener.
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during his final year and received a
cardiology fellowship at MUSC. He
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practiced internal medicine in Sumter from

the American Medical Association, the
South Carolina Medical Association,

“BECAUSE I KNEW YOU, I have been changed for good.”

in 1978. A member of Gideons Interand practiced aviation medicine during

Bleachery in Greenville before becoming
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and serve churches in Texas, Florida and

the American College of Physicians, the
Sumter-Clarendon-Lee Medical Society,

Meritorious Advising. She is the only two-time winner of the Chiles-Harrill Award

and the Tuomey Foundation. He was also

for devotion to students and is an honorary member of Senior Order, the select

a member of the South Carolina Historical

Motors Acceptance Corporation for

the Carolinas. He and his wife were also

line from the musical “Wicked.” Those in attendance — and hundreds of Furman

women’s leadership society. She is also an alum, having earned her degree while

Society and a recipient of the Order of the

36 years until his retirement in 1985.

members of the International Mission

May 5, Spartanburg, S.C. Joe spent his

students through the years — could easily have responded with one word: “Ditto.”

working full time.

Silver Crescent, given in recognition of

Joseph Lawton Smith ’49, January 10,

Board of the Southern Baptist Convention,

business years with Reeves Brothers, Inc.,

Miami, Fla. He was an ophthalmologist

from which they retired in 1986 after

holding various management positions

who did his residency at Johns Hopkins

serving seven years in Germany.

at plants in Spartanburg, Greenville and

University and a fellowship at Harvard

Julius Ray Johnson ’50, March 27,

Chesnee. He retired as vice president of

Medical School. He went on to serve
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the Apparel Textile Division. He was active

on the ophthalmology faculty at Duke

Army during the Korean War and later

with the United Way of Spartanburg.

University and was one of the “founding

was the cost manager at J.P. Stevens. He

Kathryn Ellen Craven Whaley ’53,

five” of Bascom Palmer Eye Institute

was a member and past president of the

March 28, Charleston, S.C. She was

at the University of Miami, where he

Piedmont Lions Club and volunteered with

employed by Charleston Memorial

worked from 1962 until his retirement in

Meals on Wheels.

Emergency Room and by Public Savings
and Loan.

Carol Daniels ended her remarks at her June 10 retirement party with this

Since arriving at Furman as a secretary in the early 1970s, and especially since

A colleague once said of Carol, “There are numerous students who would

his dedication and commitment to South

1974, when she moved to the Office of Student Affairs/Services/Life, Carol may well

not be alumni without her experience and expertise. She has a very warm and

Carolina and its citizens.

have “saved” more students than anyone at Furman.

inviting presence that makes even the most troubled student feel comfortable

Betty Jane Odom Vernon ’48, May 13,

with her.” Carol herself has said, “It’s those students who for whatever reason

Bryan, Texas.

are not performing as well as they can that I seem most drawn to. It’s wonderful

Norma Euzelia Sires Wofford ’48,

to see them make progress and become more confident. And it’s such a pleasure

April 16, Lenoir, N.C. She was retired from

to have a job in which I can devote my time to students’ interests.”

Sires Lumber Company and was owner of

Whether it was a hand to hold, a shoulder to cry on (or cry with), a gentle
nudge or a kick in the butt, Carol had a knack for knowing exactly what a student
needed at exactly the right time. And she was always on call. As was noted at her
party, she would often quote one of her Furman mentors, the legendary Marguerite
Chiles, who said, “There is no piece of paper on my desk more important than
the student in my office.”
Her official title at retirement was coordinator of student life, a catch-all
moniker that allowed her to wear many hats and to oversee or advise everything
from freshman orientation to student publications and sororities and fraternities.
She was also an academic advisor, and in 2005 she became the first non-faculty
member to receive the Alester G. Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle Furman Award for
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Many were on hand June 10 to enjoy the festivities, which included a rather

the Yogurt Shop.

excruciating serenade, a performance of “YMCA” by the semi-hunky men of

Dean Judson Abernathy, Sr. ’49, April

Student Life (pictured), and a slide show featuring a cavalcade of Carol hair-dos

20, Nashville, Tenn. D.J. served in World

and don’ts through the years.
They came to celebrate her years of service, to show their appreciation for her
faith and support, and to demonstrate that she had made a difference in their lives.

1993. In 1977 he founded the Christian

James Harrison Fletcher ’51, April 26,

War II and was wounded during the Battle

Ophthalmology Society and served as its

Wise, Va. He was accepted into the U.S.

of the Bulge. He went on to graduate from

president until 1990. He launched the

Air Force cadet program and saw service in

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
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the Korean War as a first lieutenant and a
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Mildred Cutts Bailey ’54, October 12,

Gatha Clyde Gilbert, Jr. ’58, May

business associates, he formed The

Mickey Waldrep Shanley ’63, June 11,

Rayville, La. She began her career in 1950

22, Jacksonville, Fla. While serving in the

Bank of Georgia, which they later sold,

Greenville. She was secretary and treasurer

as a nurse in emergency care at Greenville

U.S. Army in Korea, he directed a Korean

and the North Georgia Bank. He was

of Waldrep’s Beauty Supply. A volunteer

WHEN SURGEON VINOD THOURANI ’90 walked into

General Hospital. She was a public health

chorus. When his military service was

president of the Oconee County Chamber

with Meals on Wheels and the Battered

a business meeting several years ago, he had no idea that one

nurse in Richland Parish of Louisiana from

complete, he spent 50 years in various

of Commerce and was a member of the

Women’s Shelter, she served on the board

of the people at the table, Jim Greene, would also be a Paladin.

1957 to 1965 and was regional manager

music ministries around Jacksonville. He

Watkinsville Civitan Club and other civic

of the Samaritan House and the Greenville

and nursing supervisor for handicapped

was also a talented wordcarver. At his

organizations.

Community Development Advisory Board.

of a company called Mitral Solutions, a company that was pioneer-

children from 1965 to 1974. She retired as

death he was working in customer service

Richard Henry Gettys, M.A. ’63,

She was a member of the Behethland Butler

ing new technology in the area of beating heart mitral valve repair,”

director of nurses at the Oakwood Home

at Coggin Honda.

April 10, Easley, S.C. He served in the

Chapter of the Daughters of the American

says Thourani, associate professor of surgery and associate director

for the Elderly in Mer Rouge, La. A member

Robin Ormand Hood ’59, March 21,

U.S. Marine Corps as a heavy machine

Revolution.

of the structural heart center in Emory University’s Division of

of numerous nursing associations, she

Travelers Rest, S.C. He worked in numerous

gunner and drill instructor at Parris Island,

Elizabeth Ann Newell Brown ’71,

Cardiothoracic Surgery. “They were doing work with Georgia Tech

received many awards and recognitions,

textile mills as a lab technician.

S.C., and as an instructor in Officers’

March 16, Greenville. She taught kinder-

and needed a surgeon to help out on the project. They asked me

including a listing in Who’s Who in

Russell David Smith, M.A. ’59, May

Basic School in Quantico, Va. He was

garten in Greenville County schools

if I wanted to be a part.”

American Nursing in 1986.

18, Spartanburg, S.C. He taught eighth

awarded the Purple Heart and Silver Star

for 14 years.

Mildred Zetts Wade ’54, April 15,

grade mathematics at Fairforest Middle

for valor in the Chosin Reservoir battle

Christine Harbin Davidson ’72, May 30,

Greenville.

School and advanced math at Spartanburg

of the Korean War, and he participated

Greer. She was a retired teacher from Tryon

Billy Eugene Huff ’55, April 27,

Community College, and was retired

in the Inchon Landing. He went on to

Street Elementary School.

Greenwood, S.C. He was a U.S. Army

from Spartanburg School District 6. He

become an educator, beginning his career

Andrew Bradwell Clarke, Jr. ’76,

veteran. After graduating from South-

was past president of the Spartanburg

as a teacher and coach at Spartanburg

May 24, Atlanta. Brad was associated with

western Baptist Theological Seminary,

Math Association and was active with the

(S.C.) High School. Later he became

Wells Fargo & Company before joining U.S.

he was a pastor for 40 years.

National Association of Mathematicians

the first principal of Easley Junior High

Deloitte Consulting. He most recently worked

Jean Webster Machen Poole ’56,

and the National Science Foundation.

(now Gettys Middle) and then principal

in the company’s Office of Information

March 29, Lexington, Va. She was an

He served in the U.S. Army during World

of Easley High. He was the first director

Management as business solutions director,

elementary school teacher in the public

War II and was a member of American

of management information systems of

leading the talent program, shared services

schools of Accomac County, Va., and

Legion Post 28.

the Pickens County School System and

and application management teams.

Lumberton, N.C.

Elias Coye Still, Jr. ’56, May 26, Eden,

James Rogers Dacus ’60, May 23,
Easley. A U.S. Navy veteran, he worked

retired in 1994 as superintendent. He was
involved in numerous civic organizations,

“We started talking, and I found out that Jim was the CEO

Greene, a 1981 graduate, eventually sold Mitral Solutions
to St. Jude Medical. After he did, he soon had the opportunity
GARY MEEK /GEORGIA TECH

to partner with his Furman friend again. Thourani and colleagues
Jorge Jimenez, a biomedical engineer at Georgia Tech and Emory,
and Ajit Yoganathan, a distinguished professor in biomedical
engineering at the schools, were preparing to launch a cardiovascular medical device company and needed a CEO.
So Greene came on board as head of Apica Cardiovascular,
which was founded in 2009 based on technology invented by

Apica Cardiovascular co-founders, from left, Jim Greene ’81, Vinod Thourani ’90, Jorge Jimenez
and Ajit Yoganathan, use a model to show where their heart surgery system attaches.

Jimenez, Thourani, Yoganathan and Thomas Vassiliades, an
associate professor of cardiothoracic surgery at Emory. The company, which began

to air. Once the surgery is complete, the system closes and seals the access site

Ann Garey Correll ’76, April 30, Charlotte,

in Georgia Tech’s VentureLab program, has developed a system to simplify and

with a biocompatible implant. The closure site can be reopened if necessary.

N.C. After two years as Peace Corps workers

standardize the technique for opening and closing the beating heart during cardiac

Translational Research Program and the Georgia Research Alliance VentureLab

With research and development support from the Coulter Foundation

N.C. He was a U.S. Navy veteran who went

for JC Penney in Greenville and retired

was a commissioner for Easley Combined

in the Philippines, she and her husband

surgery. According to Thourani, the system minimizes the size of the incision needed

on to a career in the ministry, pastoring

from Robinson Company.

Utilities for more than 40 years, and was

returned to the United States. They moved

to gain access to the heart and eliminates the need for conventional sutures, thus

program, Apica has completed a series of pre-clinical studies to test the

to Charlotte in 1984, and thereafter she

improving the procedure’s safety and reducing time spent in the operating room.

functionality and biocompatibility of the device. In March, Apica received a $5.1

a number of churches in the Carolinas. He

William Thomas Forrest ’60, May 10,

on the board of Piedmont Municipal Power

Apica has licensed the technology and will continue to develop the system,

million investment from Ireland-based Seroba Kernel Life Sciences and Israel-based

Agency.

was active in school and community

the U.S. Army. He later went into auto

Doug Nye ’63, June 5, Columbia, S.C.

organizations. She was a talented artist.

which will make the transapical access and closure procedure required for delivering

TriVentures, with which it will continue to conduct research and pre-clinical trials

sales and retired as treasurer of Golden

He was a longtime writer and editor

Chris A. Keen II ’87, April 17,

therapeutic devices to the heart more routine. The goal is to expand the use of

in Atlanta. The testing is expected to lead to regulatory approval.

Jack Porter Dean ’57, June 8, Anderson,

Strip Nissan.

for The State and The Columbia Record

Hendersonville, Tenn. He worked as a

surgical techniques that are less invasive and do not require stopping the heart.

S.C. He was a Baptist minister in South

Otis Wayne Rutledge ’60, May 15,

newspapers and was a columnist for

corporate administrator for Dialysis Clinic,

retired from Sunset Baptist Church in Rocky

Greenville. Tommy played baseball for

Mount, N.C., in 1994 and served as an
interim pastor at a number of area churches.

The idea originated from Thourani’s participation in a transcatheter valve

Says Greene, “When you bring a new product to the FDA, their two questions
are: Does it work? And is it safer than what’s out there? If it doesn’t do both

Carolina and Alabama.

Greenville. He taught music at Greenville

McClatchy-Tribune News Service. He

Inc., and served as a director for Allen County

trial — the only such trial in the Southeast and one of the top five in the country

of those, then you’ve got your answer. It’s not going to be approved and you’re

Samuel Cecil Hickman ’57, March 10,

High School and Greenville and Hughes

retired from newspapers in 2004 but

Farmers Service. He worked with the AGAPE

— sponsored by Edwards Lifesciences.

back to square one redesigning the product. Just as in life, there’s no guarantee

Kennesaw, Ga. He served in the U.S. Army

junior high schools. He was also an

continued to write. He produced a show

Kid’s Classic Charity Golf Tournament and

and was a member of the Army baseball

electrician and electrical engineer with

called “Time Machine” on South Carolina

was a passionate supporter of local high

lost a couple of units of blood. I went back to the Georgia Tech lab, wishing there

commercially viable, or there’s not another competitor out there that’s developed

team. For most of his career, he was a

Daniel International and with Old South

Educational Television and co-wrote a

school golf and hockey teams.

sales representative for heavy construction

documentary, “When Cowboys Were

Steven Andrew Fowler ’98, June 3, Irmo,

was a way to not lose as much blood. Jorge said he may have something that could

a better mousetrap.”

Electrical. He was a U.S. Army veteran.

equipment. He also worked in customer

James A. Bowers, Jr. ’62, April 25,

Kings,” that aired on the History Channel

S.C. He was employed in food management
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“One day after finishing surgery, the patient — a person in their 80s — had

help me, and that’s where it all started,” Thourani says. “It was basically a clinician

in business that just because it’s a cool idea it’s going to be anything that is

But in this case, thanks to the combination of technological and clinical

seeing a problem in the operating room, taking it to a researcher, finding a solution

expertise from his colleagues at Emory and Georgia Tech, Greene believes that

to the problem, and taking it back to the bedside. By the end of this year, we’ll have

Apica’s technology “has the potential to revolutionize the delivery of different

a device that will be able to benefit people.”

types of medical devices to the heart, including aortic and mitral valves.”

The improved heart surgery system consists of a conduit with proprietary
technology inside that allows the conduit to be securely attached to the beating

Compiled by Nancy Fullbright ’95 with Abby Vogel Robinson. Both are com-

heart. Surgeons can then deliver therapeutic devices, such as heart valves or left

munications officers with the Georgia Tech Research News & Publications Office.

ventricular assist devices, into the beating heart without loss of blood or exposure
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THE LAST WORD

A legend steps down
It’s hard to imagine Furman without Paul Scarpa.
As Ron Wagner wrote in Furman magazine five years ago in a feature
commemorating Scarpa’s 40th year as men’s tennis coach, “When you’ve been
around Furman University longer than just about anything but the oaks that line
Furman Mall, you’re bound to leave a legacy.”
Scarpa has done so — of championship tennis, of outstanding studentathletes, of contributions to the game, of sustained excellence, and of loyalty
to Furman.
Now, after 45 years, he has decided to retire.
In making the announcement July 26, the 72-year-old Scarpa said the
decision was “tough and somewhat sad, but one I needed to make in order
to spend more time with my wife [Sandy] and extended family. I am so proud
of what our program has been able to accomplish with the resources we have
had. We have been able to establish a nationally recognized program through
our recruitment of quality individuals.”
Hired in 1967 from the U.S. Naval Academy by President Gordon Blackwell,
Scarpa retires with more wins — 853 — than any men’s tennis coach in NCAA

of trustees, said in 2006, “I think you’ll find, almost to a player — anybody that’s

Division I. All but 36 of those wins came at Furman, where his teams captured

played for Paul Scarpa — some of that optimism and enthusiasm and just passion

17 regular-season Southern Conference titles and 14 league tournament cham-

about what he does rubs off on you. You don’t realize it at the time always, but

pionships. He is a member of the South Carolina Athletic Hall of Fame, the United

you certainly reflect on it later in life. That’s certainly been my case.”

States Tennis Association Southern Hall of Fame, and the Furman Athletic Hall of
Fame. The stadium court at Furman’s Mickel Tennis Center is named in his honor.
“Honestly, I never chased records,” Scarpa told Greg Garber of ESPN.com
in 2009 after a win over Yale gave him his record-setting 820th victory. “If I had
waited around 46 years just trying to break the record, I believe I would have given

David Holly ’74, director of tennis at Greenville Country Club, echoed Reynolds’
comments. “Pretty much everything I know about tennis, how to teach tennis, how
to deal with people, I’ve learned from Paul. He cares probably more for you after
you graduate than when you were there. He’s always proud.”
Scarpa will remain a presence on campus. He has been named a special

up. There are a lot of great coaches that I admire. Maybe they retired along the

assistant to President Rod Smolla and a Furman “ambassador at large” — giving

way. I just kept going.”

him an official title for the role he has filled unofficially for 45 years.

Scarpa’s impact extended to other areas. His popular summer camps have for

As he said in announcing his retirement, “My dedication to Furman has come

years helped young players learn the fundamentals of the game. He invented and

from my commitment to those who have expressed confidence in me and their

patented Tenex tape, which is used to mark clay courts throughout the world. And

desire for a special tennis program: President Blackwell, [former] athletics director

in 1993 the NCAA began using a dual match scoring system that Scarpa devised.

Lyles Alley, Presidents John Johns and David Shi, and now President Smolla and our

It specifies that all matches begin with doubles play, featuring eight-game pro sets,

board of trustees, which over the years has included many Furman tennis alumni,

and that all three doubles teams play for one doubles point. The “Scarpa System”

including David Ellison [’72], Ed Good [’67] and Dudley Reynolds. I also want to thank

brought more of a team aspect to the sport and shortened the length of a typical

my players for all they have meant in showcasing our program and making it so

dual match, thus increasing overall intensity and fan interest.

special for our alums.”

Scarpa also recruited true student-athletes. Sixteen of his players have been

— JIM STEWART

admitted to medical school.
His greatest contribution, though, was as a mentor and role model. Dudley
Reynolds ’75, an Alabama businessman and past member of the Furman board
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Much of the information in this article provided by Furman sports information.
For more on Scarpa, visit www.furmanpaladins.com.

Furman University is committed to providing equal access to its educational programs, activities, and facilities to all other wise qualified students without discrimination on the basis
of race, national origin, color, creed, religion, sex, age, disability, veteran status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other category protected by applicable state or federal law.
An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer, Furman also affirms its commitment to nondiscrimination in its employment policies and practices. For information about the
university’s compliance with the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, and the I.R.S. Anti-Bias Regulation, contact the Director of Human Resources,
(864) 294-3015, 3300 Poinsett Hwy., Greenville, S.C. 29613. For information about Furman’s compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with
Disabilities Act Amendments Act, contact the Disability Services Coordinator, (864) 294-2320, 3300 Poinsett Hwy., Greenville, S.C. 29613.
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